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Care and Management of Colliery Horses. 


BY 
G. V. J. Edwards, M.R.C.V.S. 


(Prize Essay of the Royal Veterinary College Veterifary 
Medical Association.) 


1 am afraid that those not intimately connected with 
or living in the coal mining districts have but little, if any, 
conception of the magnitude of the industry. 

I do not intend that this paper should be technical or 
pathological, and my excuse for such a paper is that | 
hope to give those of you without knowledge of the industry 
some idea of its importance in relation to the horse and 
the veterinary profession, with some remarks on the care 
and management of the animals used in the coal mines. 
As my experience has been confined to large groups of 
collieries in South Wales, my remarks will be solely 
applicable to that coaliield. 


We hear and read from time to time of ill-treatment and 
cruelty to horses working in the mines, I do not propose 
dealing at length with this point, but would like to say 
here that every care is exercised by the larger colliery 
companies to.prevent cruelty, ill-treatment and overwork 
of their horses, by the appointment of whole-time qualified 
veterinary surgeons to supervise their horse departments. 
The conditions under which the collier and his horse have 
to work certainly tend to a little more hardship than is 
the lot of their surface brethren, but they soon get accus- 
tomed to their new surroundings and set about their work 
with a quiet understanding. 

It would be futile on my part to deny that cases of 
cruelty and ill-treatment do occur in mines, but I 
venture to say these cases are mainly contined to small 
nines where veterinary supervision is lacking. Cases of 
cruelty do occur, of course, in the larger mines, but these 
are due in the main, not to the management, but to the 
human element, which is of the same nature whether 
underground or on the surface. I will now leave that 
matter, but shall be glad to endeavour to answer any 
questions arising relative to this in the discussion. Before 
passing, may I be permitted to say that more publicity 
is given to reported cases of cruelties in mines than on 
the surface because of the sympathy roused from the fact 
that these animals are shut away in the bowels of the 
earth. 

From some available statistics I find that some 50,000 


horses are employed in the mines of Great Britain, so that 
if compulsory veterinary supervision were in force, many 
more of our profession could be absorbed by this industry. 
As I have said, the larger companies in South Wales all 
have whole-time veterinary surgeons, but the smaller mines, 
with insufficient horses to justify the maintenance of a 
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veterinary surgeon, do not. ‘To ensure the proper super- 
vision and treatment of mines’ animals, it should be com- 
pulsory for all mine owners to employ veterinary surgeons, 
the smaller concerns joining together to share the expense. 
At the present time it is only compulsory for the mine 
owners (1911 Act) to employ a veterinary surgeon to apply 
the Mallein test. 

The coal mining industry is also important from an 
agricultural viewpoint. To meet the demands of the 
industry, a large number of horses are needed yearly. 
On the basis of an average life of seven years, which is 
“considered satisfactory in South Wales, the yearly demand 
for Great Britain is over 7,000 horses. All these horses 
have to be bred and reared somewhere, and this probably 
provides a nucleus of a practice to many country 
practitioners, 

The VETERINARY SURGEON, 

His duties include the examination for soundness, and 
in many cases the purchase of new horses, the fixing of 
the fodder ration, the inspection of the supplies of hay 
and grain, the supervision of the saddlery and shoeing 
sections, and the general care, management and treatment 
of the horses employed. In this work he is assisted by 
a foreman horsekeeper (called a farrier), usually one to 
every 100 horses. These farriers are men with practical 
experience, and. capable of first aid work. Their duties 
are to inspect the hocses in their charge daily, to see that 
they are fit for work, to supervise grooming, feeding and 
wateripg horses in the stables, and to attend to minor 
ailments, and to report oll horses idle to the veterinary 
surgeon daily, The grooming, mucking out, feeding and 
watering in the stables is done by the horsekeepers (called 
ostlers), and no ostler has more than 15 horses to attend 
to, In accordance with the 1911 Mines Act, he has daily 
te enter in a prescribed hook or register the shifts worked, 
and the condition of each horse, and this book must be 
kept at the mine and open for inspection by the Govern- 
ment Inspectors. 

The care of the horse at work is supervised by the 
master-hauliers. Each miaster-haulier is responsible for 
the horses in his charge having properly fitting harness, 
being provided with food ard water while on the shift, 
and that each horse is suitable for the work that he is 
called upon to periorm. Any accident to a horse is im- 
mediately reported to him, and he forthwith sends for 
the farrier. Each master-haulier is supposed to examine 
his horses prior to going on shift, and on their return to 
the stable, 

I have now mentioned the duties of the veterinary sur- 
geon, farriers, ostlers, and master-hauliers, and these show 
that in a properly regulated colliery, all precautions are 
taken to reduce ill-treatment and mismanagement of 
horses to a minimum, The larger colliery companies 
recognise that the horse is an important haulage asset, 
and that it is uneconomical to neglect its welfare. 
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Much to-day is being written about the replacement of 
horses by mechanical haulages in the mines. It may be 
possible to do this in the epening of new mines, but in 
the present mines in South Wales it has not been a 
practical proposition. Where it has been tried, it has been 
found necessary to revert to the more flexible haulage— 
the horse. However, I might say that all the long main 
haulages are done mechanically. As far as South Wales 
is concerned, horses will be in use for many years as the 
haulage power in the internal labyrinths of its mines. 


THe Work oF THE Horse, 


The horse is utilised to convey trams or tubs loaded 
with coal, from the coal face to what is called the feeding 
or collecting parting. The average weight of an empty 
tram is, depending on the rail gauge, approximately 
13 ewts., and the average quantity of coal, 22 ewts., 
making a total average load of 35 ewts. However, in 
many seams the load is heavier. 2 

In most of the English mines, the tub is, I believe, one 
of 7 ewts. capacity, The seams of coal, of course, are 
not of the same height, but the thickness of the seam 
does not always regulate the height of the roadway, e.g., 
at home we have 15 hand horses in a 2-ft. 9-in. seam, The 
extra height is obtained by ripping the roof or the floor. 
From the feeding parting the trams or tubs are collected 
to make a train of often as many as 30 trams, to be 
drawn by mechanical haulage to the pit bottom. The 
average working distance of the horse underground in 
these collieries, i.e., from coal face to the parting, is 
200-250 yards. This distance may be fairly flat, or it 
may involve several steep gradients. 

The Mines Act, 1911, does not stipulate how many shifts 
_a horse may work per week. 

In the larger collieries, the average number of shiits 
worked per horse per week is approximately 8 of, at 
present, 7) hours, which equals 60 hours per week. The 
shift for an individual horse depends on the nature of its 
work. A horse working on the main coal shift will expend 
more energy in 7} hours than another horse, working on 
the afternoon or night shifts, will in 15 hours, At our 
collieries no horse is allowed to work more than 9 shifts 
per week, no matter how light its work, and our average 
per horse per week is about 7} shifts, i.e., 56} hours. These 
hours represent the time the horse is absent from his 
stable. His actual working hours are only approximately 
6 hours 40 minutes per shift. 

SHOEING. 

All horses are shod with plain, flat shoes, except where 
horses are working on heavy gradients, when the shoes have 
short, broad calkins to increase their grip in holding the 
load. These shoes are all made in stock sizes on the 
surface and are fitted cold, and nailed on underground. 
The cold fitting is necessary as no naked light or fire of 
any description is allowed underground, owing to the 
danger of explosions. 


Tue Type or Horse Usep, 


Contrary to what is generally thought, owing to the 


small ponies used in the English mines, horses of from’ 


14:2 to 15 hands and over are used in the South Wales 
mines. The type in demand is a good clean-boned, active 
horse, of a minimum height with the maximum. weight, 


from four to seven years of age. The 1911 Mines Act 
prohibits the use of a horse under four years for work 
underground. This size and type of animal is necessary, 
owing to the gradients against the loads in our mines, and 
the size of the tram or tub. Geldings are preferred to 
mares, although of late, owing to the scarcity of geldings, 
many more mares are used than formerly, and generally 
speaking, are quite as satisfactory. They just need careful 
handling at the seasonal time, This remark is more ap- 
plicable to the finer bred type. No trouble is experienced 
with the pronounced cart type mare. 


** County ’’—a Worker Underground for Twenty Years. 


All horses are examined for soundness prior to purchase. 
The general custom is to have a guarantee with them for 
14 days, during which they are mallein tested, tried for 
docility and willingness in draught, are suitably shod and 
generally prepared for the new life before them. This 
period is of great service in determining their freedom 
from diseases, such as strangles, other contagious diseases, 
and affections of the skin. Temperatures are generally 
taken daily. This course is necessary as most of the new 
horses have been passing through different hands, stables, 
and railway vehicles, between the farm and colliery. 


MALLEIN TESTING. 


The Mines Act permits only the subcutaneous and intra- 
palpebral tests. The latter is the one now generally used. 
It is preferable to the former, as with fresh young horses 
the temperature is often misleading. Again it avoids the 
constant handling for temperature taking which tends to 
upset young horses, and can be applied even when daily 
temperatures are fluctuating. 


The Intrapalpebral Test. 

0-2 c.cs. of concentrated mallein is injected under the skin 
of the lower lid. Swelling commencing in four to six hours 
and increasing in intensity for 48-72 hours, disappearing 
in four days, accompanied by lachrymation, conjunctivitis 
and congestion, signifies a positive reaction. 


‘ 


October 24, L951. 


The Subcutaneous Test. 

The temperature is taken sixth and third hour before 
the injection. Horses with a temperature exceeding 102° 
should not be submitted to the test until a later date. 
The site chosen for the test is the middle of the side of 
the neck. The site is clipped, cleansed, and disinfected 
and 1-3 ¢.c. of mallein is injected subcutaneously. The 
temperature is taken every third hour from the ninth to 
the 18th hour after the injection. 

If the temperature at its highest point does not exceed a 
rise of 2°, and the local reaction is small and painless 
and disappears within 12 hours, then the reaction may be 
classed as negative. <A positive reaction is characterised 
by a rise of 2° or more, hot, tense swelling varying: in 
size up to the dimensions of the palm of Gne’s hand, with 
a sharp line of demarcation from the surrounding healthy 
tissue. The swelling persists for two to three days. 

In the case of doubtful reactions, the animal should not 
be re-submitted to the subcutaneous test for at least one 
month, 

At the end of the period of 14 days, if .the animal is 
showing no symptoms of disease and is amenable to handling 
and work, he is sent down the mine. It is advisable, 
in order to ensure comfort for the animal at work, and 
the prevention of collar chafes, to have the animal fitted 
with a collar whilst on the surface, and this properly fitting 
collar is then sent down with it. Some horses are disturbed 
for a day or so by the descent and their new surroundings 
in the mine. It is a wise precaution for a new horse 
to remain 24-48 hours in the stable to accustom. itself 
to the new conditions of life. When taken out to work, 
it is generally in charge of an experienced haulier, one 
who understands horse nature, and under the supervision 
of ‘a master-haulier. It is put to work in a good place, 
i.e., one where the conditions as regards gradient and 
ventilation are good. After a period of this probationary 
work, if satisfactory, it is draughted to share the labours 
of the other horses used, 

New horses, as a precautionary measure, should always 
be stalled at the end of the stables, i.e., the farthest stall 
the fresh air—so that in case any 


from the air intakes 
sickness of a contagious nature occurs, the air from the 
sick animal will pass direct into the return airway. 


STABLES. 


There are two types of stables in use in the coal mines :— 

1. The .trched Stable.—This is a long stone arch, 
15-16 ft. wide, with a height of 15-20 feet. Some have 
ordinary wooden stalls and some have each stall again, 
arched in, with a passage passing in front from stall 
to stall for head ventilation. This arched type is not 
generally favoured, being expensive to construct, and per- 
mits of ventilation only in front and. behind the horse. 
Of the two kinds of arched stables, the open wooden 
stall type is preferable, as it permits a freer circulation of 
air around and above the horses. 

2. The Side-walled Stable.—This is the type generally in 
use, and found most serviceable. It consists of two side 
walls with, for preference, iron girders from wall to wall, 
is determined -by the 


supporting the roof. The width 
available space, but should not be less than 15 ft. and 
height at least 10-12 ft. The average length of a stall is 
10-11 ft. and width 5 ft. 6 in. 
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A railroad runs the whole length of the stable in’ the 
passage way behind the stalls. By this means the faecal 
matter and refuse is removed from the stables by trams, 
four or five times daily. 

The drainage in these underground stables leaves a lot 
to be desired, and resolves itself into a matter of cleaning 
up frequently. No system of drainage has as yet been 
proved satisfactory. Pit bottom and face stables are terms 
used to denote the position of the stables. Face stables are 
not recommended owing to the increased difficulties of 
adequate ventilation. It is better for horses to have a 
longer walk to and from their work, with good ventilation 
assured, whilst eating and resting. This is well provided 
for in the pit bottom stables. 

The number of horses per stable varies from 14-45. In 
view of the fact of the difficulty in the ventilation of an 
underground stable, not more than 30 horses should be 
stalled in one stable. As the fresh air supply comes in 
at one end only, and out at the opposite end, in long 
stables, the air is very much polluted before it reaches 
the end horses. The first horses, near the intake, receive 
an adequate supply, but the horses further on must receive 
a vitiated supply, and @iis is done in the following manner. 
Air pipes of 1 ft. in diameter are carried from the outside 
of the stable half-way along the stable, and so provide 
for the intake of fresh air from that point. It is easily 
understood how, with just one inlet for air and one outlet, 
epidemic diseases can spread quickly through an under- 
ground stable. 

The floor is composed of bricks laid on their sides or 
ends fixed into a concrete base. The floor has a backward 
slope of about 1-120. 

The mangers are of three kinds—wood, earthenware, 
and cast-iron. The two latter are the most hygienic. For 
underground purposes the cast-iron mangers are generally 
used, with a water trough at each end. 

The average temperatures of the stables are between 50° 
and 60°, and of the working places, 72°-75°, with excep- 
tional places as high as 90°. 

No bedding, apart from a sprinkling of sawdust, is used 
in underground stables; other bedding is too unwieldly to 
handle, and would add, unless cleaned every day (which 
would entail unnecessary labour and cost) to the difficulty 


of keeping the stable in as hygienic a condition as possible. 


FEEDING, 

The large colliery companies run their own granaries, 
where they have installed plants for chaffing the hay, crush- 
ing the oats, and kibbling the beans, maize, peas, ete., and 
mixing them in the necessary proportions The hay and 
grain is purchased in bulk, being more economical, and 
the quality is then more easily determined. 

The pitter’s diet is usually composed of a mixture of 
chaff, oats, maize, and peas or beans. With such a large 
number of horses, the diet has to be carefully thought 
out both from the economic financial standpoint, and from 
the nutritive standpoint. The work is heavy, so to keep 
horses in good working fettle and not allow them to fall 
back in condition needs a well balanced nutritive diet, 
and the company by whom you are employed will see that 
the financial side of feeding is kept as low as possible. 

Chaff.—Hay is usually bought by the management and 
chaffed by their own men. This prevents the inclusion of 


— 


| 

1 


1072) No. 45. VoL. x1. THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 24, 1931. 


bad hay and adulterants so often met with in the mixtures 
bought nowadays. Hay is rarely fed as such to the under- 
ground horses. Canadian hay, delivered in 2 ewt. bales, 
is often used in preference to English hay by some practi- 
tioners, who say it is very constant in good quality and 
compares more than favourably, from the nutritive stand- 
point. 

Oats. 
nutritive value. Usually fed crushed. 

Maize.—A good food for hard working adults, but low in 


This is an excellent, well balanced food of high 


albuminoids, and high in fats. Therefore, maize is usually 
fed mixed with peas or beans, which are high in albuminoids 
and low in fats. 

Peas and Beans.—Ked crushed or kibbled. ‘These should 
not be fed in excess of 3 Ib. per day. If fed in larger 
quantities they produce an urticaria-like irritation of 
the skin, due to some products of digestion during their 
excretion via the sweat and skin glands. 

The following are examples of diets in daily use amongst 
some of the colliery horses :— 


1.—Hay (chaff)... 14 Ib. 2.—Hay (chaff)... 16 Ib. 
Maize ... P-ans ... 
Peas... 


All horses are fed 25-3 hours before they are turned 
gut to work. They carry with them a nose-bag of feed 
which is eaten half-way through the shift, and have their 
main meal when they turn in from their day’s work. 

Watering.—The water supply is brought down by a 
system of pipes from the surface, so that a plentiful supply 
of fresh water is always available. Troughs of fresh water 


are also placed at the ‘** feeding partings,’’ and the troughs 
are cleaned out and refilled daily. These supply water 
for the horses whilst at work. 

I am grateful to Mr. W. D. Rees, of the Rhondda Valley, 


for his collaboration, and for the photograph. 


Bovine Tuberculosis. 
Biological Tests of Milk. 


BY 
S. H. Gaiger and G. O. Davies, 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERINARY PATHOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF 
LIVERPOOL. 


During the year ended June 11th, 1931, there were 
received from one county in England 1,435 samples of milk 
for submission to the biological test upon guinea-pigs for 
tuberculosis. 

The following is an account of the methods used and an 
analysis of the results obtained :— 

Quantity OF MILK with TIME “ND SPEED OF 
CENTRIFUGATION, 

The quantity received was somewhat over 100 c.c. per 
sample. For the first 411 samples the amount of milk 
centrifuged was 80 c.c.; the time, half-an-hour, and the 
speed 2,000 revolutions per minute. For the remaining 
3,024 samples the amount centrifuged was 100 ec.c., the 
time, half-an-hour and the speed 3,000 revolutions per 
minute. For the 411 samples the positives were under 
4:0 per cent. and for the 1,024 samples the positives were 
10-0 per cent., though it would probebly be incorrect to 


attribute this large variation to the difference in method. 
The larger quantity of milk and the higher speed of centri- 
fugation have, however, since been adopted as a routine. 
The 100 c.c. was centrifuged in two 50 c.c. tubes, the 
supernatant fluid with cream was poured off, and the 
two sediments made into one emulsion in 1 c.c. normal 
saline, 
NUMBER OF GUINEA-PIGS. 

Two guinea-pigs were used for each sample. The figures 
which will be given show the advantage of not relying 
upon a single guinea-pig. Apart from the danger of losing 
a small or large number of guinea-pigs from an outbreak 
cl Salmonella infection, there is no inconsiderable risk 
of septic infection from organisms in the milk sample. 
It is open to question whether many tuberculous udders 
are free from cocci, even mild infections which cannot 
be detected clinically. Moreover, dirt will obtain access 
te a proportion of mixed direct samples no matter what 
care is taken, even by an experienced sampler. Further, 
the figures show that, in « proportion of cases, positive 
samples only infected one of the pair of guinea-pigs, the 
other proving on autopsy to be free. The use of three 
guinea-pigs per sample did not appe wr to justify the extra 
expense. It was felt that if there were enough septic 
organisms in the sample to kill two guinea-pigs the chances 
of the survival of a third might be small. 

oF INOCULATION, 

The method used was subcutaneous inoculation inside 
one thigh, half the sediment from the 100 c.c. milk in 
0-5 c.c. normal saline being given to each guinea-pig. 
There is less risk of death from septic infection by this 
methed than by intraperitoneal inoculation. Subcutaneous 
inoculation into the thigh favours the early detection of 
positive cases by palpation of the precrural lymphatic 
glands and examination for a local abscess or ulcer it 
the point of injection. 

OBSERVATION OF INOCULATED GUINEA-PIGS, 

The importance of early diagnosis of positive cases is 
obvious. Clinical examination of the guinea-pigs for a 
lccal abscess or enlarged precrural lymphatic gland was 
carried out weekly, the examination usually being confined 
to those animals in their third observational week and 
over. In the event of a local abscess or ulcer being found 
the pus was examined for acid fast bacilli. If only the 
precrural glands showed enlargement, consideration was 
given to the advisability of killing the guinea-pig for 
diagnosis forthwith. If both animals showed this gland 
enlarged, one was killed first so that if negative the other 
could be kept under observation for a longer period. 
Table 11 shows the number of positive samples detected 
in successive weeks following inoculation. Guinea-pigs 
not detected clinically were destroyed in weekly batches 
at the commencement of their sixth week following inocu- 
lation and a post-mortem examination made for infected 
lymphatic glands, spleen and liver. The animals were 
destroyed by placing in a small lethal chamber and turning 
on coal gas. 

Source OF GUINEA-PIGS FOR INOCULATION. 

The greatest care was exercised to avoid importation 
of Salmonella infection into the inoculated guinea-pigs. 
The stocks were purchased, as far as one could ensure, 
from clean sources and these were kept a week or ten 
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days under observation before inoculation, only obviously 
healthy animals being selected for experiment. The healthy 
stocks were periodically examined and any thin and pining 
animals removed and destroyed. Cleanliness and proper 
feeding are of the utmost importance in keeping the guinea- 
pigs free from intercurrent infection, c.g., a change from 
clover hay to meadow hay may be sufiicient to bring into 
evidence latent disease, which would otherwise not have 


shown itself. 


Taste I. 
Showing the nature of the samples and number of 
positives, 
Nature of samples. No. examined. Positive. — %, Positive. 
Special ... ae 22 23%, 
Control ... 119 22 18% 
Mixed direct ... 1,218 7°3%, 
Cheura ... 76 2 2°6% 


Special samples were those taken from individual cows 
suspected by the veterinary officers. 

Control samples were those taken from a herd from 
which a cow with a tuberculous udder had been removed 
or in which one or more special samples had been taken 
from suspicious cows. 

Mixed direct samples were from a varying number of 
cows, the samples being drawn from each of the cows 
into one container. 

Churn samples were taken with a sterile dipper from the 
churn at the farm. 

Tarte Il. 
Showing the time taken in arriving at a diagnosis. 


2nd week, 3rd week. 4th week. Sth week. 6th week. 


t-14 days. 15-21 days. 22-28 days. 29-35 days. 


l sample 6 samples 31 samples 27 samples 53 samples 
from averaging averaging averaging averaging 
27 cows. 10 cows. 14 cows. 15 cows. 13 cows. 


It will be seen from the above table that 32 per cent. 


of the positive cases were diagnosed in less than four 


weeks following inoculation and 55 per cent. in less than 
five weeks. The 45 per cent. diagnosed in the sixth week 
following inoculation were those guinea-pigs which had 
shown no clinical evidence of tuberculous infection or only 
indefinite evidence, the diagnosis being made on post-mortem 


examination. In the vast majority of these cases there 


was no room for doubt from naked-eye post-mortem gland’ 


lesions that the carcass was tuberculous, but diagnosis was 
always confirmed by microscopic examination for tubercle 
bacilli. 
Tarte Ill. 
Showing the rumber of cows included in mixed samples 
(control, direct and churn), and the relation between these 


numbers and results. 


No. of cows No. of samples No. No. 
per sample. received. positive. negative. 
2 6 1 5 
3 21 wa 1 


THE VETERINARY RECORD, 


No. 43. Von. xt. 1073 


No. of cows No. of samples No. No. 
per sample. received. positive. negative. 


9 — 8 93 
10 92 4 88 
11 7 66 
12 11 55 
13 51 5 4G 
14 ; 51 7 AA 
7 24 5 19 
2 ‘ 7 16 
22 13 
23 ‘ - 8 
25 daa 8 
26 6 3 : 
27 9 2 7 
29 ; 7 = 1 6 
30 1 2 
31 4 2 2 
34 l 2 
35 4 1 3 
37 3 ; 2 1 
38 2 , 1 1 
39 2 - 3 
41 1 1 
13 — 2 
15 1 1 
48 1 3 
52 1 1 
60 1 — 

Totals ... 1,412 1,299 


(7-9%) 


(One sample not included.) 


It will be seen from the above table that from 5 to 10 
cows was the more usual number from) which mixed 
samples were taken. The number of cows» from which the 
sample was taken bears, as one would expect, no relation- 
ship to the number of positives obtained. 

Positive samples where one guinea-pig died prematurely, 
-—The number of positive samples where one guinea-pig 
died prematurely without showing evidence of tuberculosis 
was 28 out of 118, or 23 per cent. 

Of these guinea-pigs 23 died in the first 14 days, mostly 
from septic infection, three died in the third week, and 


two died in the fourth week, 

Positive samples where one guinea-pig remained healthy. 
—The number of positive samples where one of the pair of 
guinea-pigs became tuberculous, the other being killed at 
that date and found free, was 12 out of 118, or ten per cent. 
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Positive guinea=pigs which showed clinically detectable 
lesions.—The number of positive guinea-pigs which showed 
a local abscess and/or enlargement of the precrural gland 
and thus were capable of detection by clinical examination 
prior to the allotted date for routine slaughter, was 168 out 
ol 192 positive guinea-pigs, or 87 per cent. 

Samples which showed blood in the centrifuged deposit.— 
The number of samples recorded as showing blood in the 
centrifuged deposit and which later proved positive, was 27. 
Four such samples were recorded which proved negative. 
These numbers only represent those samples in which blood 
Was quite noticeably present and possibly not all of these 
were recorded. 

Samples which showed pus in the centrifuged deposit.— 
Only one recorded sample showing pus in the centrifuged 
deposit proved positive, whereas 50 of such samples proved 
negative. 

Post-MORTEM LESIONS IN GUINEA-PIGS. 

Lesions of the lymphatic glands in the posterior half of 
the body were those most commonly found. The earliest 
lesion in the vast majority of positives is found in 
the precrural lymph gland on the inoculated side of the body. 
There may or may not be a local leg abscess accompanying 
enlargement of this gland. On post-mortem examination 
the infection is found extending to the inguinal and sub- 
lumbar lymph glands. Tuberculous lesions in the spleen 
and liver have not been commonly found following the 
methods adopted here, but spleen Jesions, due to the 
presence of Bang’s bacillus in the milk sample, occurred 
in a certain proportion of the animals, though naked-eye 
examination alone serves to differentiate these from tuber- 
culosis, The impressions gained from the post-mortem 
examinations has been that thorough examination by post- 
mortem in the sixth week following inoculation may be 
relied upon to find practically all positives which have not 
previously been detected clinically. The extent of the 
positive post-mortem lesions in the sixth week has been 
sufficient to lead one to believe that if there are positive 
samples which would only begin to form macroscopic lesions 
after a longer period they must be rare. 


Further Notes on Chronic Tracheo- 
bronchitis of the Dog due to Oslerus osleri 
(Cobbold, 1879). 


By 
Tom Hare, 
Royat VererRinaRy COLLEGE, LONDON. 

Hare (1929-30) identified the sessile or polypoid granulo- 
mata of the tracheal and bronchial mucosa, which had 
been described as of unknown etiology under the terms 
papillomata (Cadiot, 1892), chronic hyperplastic (verrucose 
or villous) laryngo-tracheitis (Kitt, 1923) and chronic 
hyperplastic tracheitis (Joest, 1924), as the end result of 
the verminous bronchitis (Osler, 1877), the  tracheitis 
verrucosa verminosa (Rabe, 1883) or more simply, as 
termed by Pillers (1928), the tracheo-bronchitis due to the 
nematode Oslerus osleri. The following case serves to 
elaborate some details in the identification of the lesion. 

Clinical History.—Fox terrier, male, aged nine years 
on admission to the Royal .Veterinary College Hospital 


with the history of a ‘‘ coarse dry cough of some weeks’ 
duration.’’ The dog appeared to be in good health despite 
the occasional dry harsh cough. Expectorants and respira- 
tory sedatives were prescribed. The patient was brought 
to hospital 7} weeks !ater, the owner stating that the 
cough became progressively worse, so that each paroxysm 
was accompanied by pronounced respiratory distress. 
Chronic tracheo-bronchitis due to Oslerus osleri was sus- 
pected and, at the owner's request, the dog was destroyed 
(humane-killer). 

Post-mortem Examination.—The carcass was in good 
condition. The mucosa of the superior surface of the 
trachea, 9-2 cms. from the posterior edge of the cricoid 
cartilage, revealed a patch, 2-0 cms. in length, of sessile 
and polypoid nodules which were densely aggregated. These 
nodules varied in colour from a pinkish-grey to a bright red 
and in size from a small pin-head to a millet seed (vide 
fig.). The surface of the patch was covered with viscid 
mucus. One hundred and thirteen nodules, varying in 
size up to that of a pea, were distributed throughout the 
mucosa of the bronchi, from the bifurcation to their terminal 
branches, vis., 35 in left anterior branch, 11 in left middle, 
8 in left posterior, 27 in right anterior, 15 in right middle 
and 17 in right posterior. The mucosa of the bronchi was 
streaked with viscid mucus. There was a slight diffuse 
anthracosis of the lung, otherwise no abhormality was 
found throughout the body. 


PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING SESSILE AND PoL_ypoip GRANULOMATA 

DENSELY AGGREGATED IN THE INTRATHORACIC PORTION OF 

THE TRACHEA AND DISCRETELY DISTRIBUTED ALONG THE 

BroncH!I TO THE LOBES OF THE RIGHT LuNG, Tuer Lerr 
LUNG HAS BEEN REMOVED. 


Scrapings of the tracheal and bronchial mucosa, cover- 
slip preparations of the mucus and crush preparations of 
nodules from trachea and bronchi were negative for Oslerus 
osleri or ova. Professor R. T. Leiper made a detailed 
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examination of the contents of the stomach, small and 
large intestines and of the nodules in the bronchi of the 
left lung without finding the worm or its ova. 

Histological Examination.—Sections, some cut serially, 
were made of nodules in the trachea and bronchi, in none 
of which was any evidence of the worm found. The nodules 
consisted of compact masses of granulation tissue which in 
the polypoid types were united to the submucosa by a short 
and narrow pedicle. The deeper part of a nodule contained 
the remains of one or more dilated ducts of mucous glands. 
Externally the nodules were partially or wholly covered 
by regenerating though flattened epithelium. No evidence 
of bacteria was feund in the lesions. 

Discussion.—At least 20 cases of the disease (19 in dogs 
and one in a coyote) have been recorded. It has been 
identified in England, France, Germany, Russia, India, New 
Zealand, Canada and in U.S.A. in a variety of breeds 
of either sex ranging in age (at death) from six months 
to nine years. 

The disease is afebrile and as a rule is manifested by 
paroxysms of a harsh dry cough due to the partial mechani- 
cal obstruction to respiration by the lesions. The un- 
complicated disease persists for months without obvious loss 
of flesh, the paroxysms gradually becoming more violent 
and occurring at more frequent intervals. The ultimate 
effects have not been studied since patients have been 
destroyed ; one case was destroyed after a clinical history 
of more than 12 months (Cadiot, 1892). The disease in 
puppies may be complicated by distemper (Osler, 1877, and 
Rabe, 1883) and in adults by enlarged tonsils (Hare, 
1929-30). 

In uncomplicated cases the lesions are confined to the 
mucosa of the trachea (usually the intrathoracic portion) 
and of the bronchi. They are sessile or polypoid granu- 
lomata varying in size frem that of a small pin-head to 
that of a pea and in number from four to more than 
one hundred; they may be so thickly aggregated in the 
trachea as to be uncountable by individuals. These lesions 
may be described in two phases (1) the parasttic, when the 
Oslerus osleri is present, and (2) the sterile when the worm 
has disappeared. In the parasitic phase the lesion (the 
‘* worm-nest ’’ of Osler) is a granuloma containing one or 
more cysts in which the worms are coiled; apparently 
the initial lesion is a mucous gland invaded dilated and 
inflamed by the worm. Macroscopically one extremity of 
a worm may be seen protruding from a lesion, also the 
worms may be found in the bronchial mucus (Pillers, 
1928). Subsequently the worms disappear leaving sessile 
or polypoid masses composed of fibrous tissue partially or 
wholly covered by regenerated epithelium; thus these 
sterile lesions are the results of repair analogogus to the 
multiple adenomata *’ of the intestine of swine following 
bacterial enteritis, of the stomach of horses following 
verminous gastritis, of the lungs of sheep following 
verminous pneumonia and of the liver of rabbits following 


coccidiosis, ete. 

Diagnosis in the parasitic phase during life requires the 
examination of the faces by a parasitologist with a view 
to isolating the ova and studying the anatomy of the 
developing parasite. The suggestions of Pillers (1928) 
require study, viz., taking swabs from the throat of 
expectorated bronchial mucus and searching for the worm 
also examining the trachea by means of the bronchoscope. 
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The latter method is especially indicated in the sterile phase. 
As yet there is no evidence that the disease is fatal, 
consequently alleviating the mechanical obstruction to 
respiration would appear to be the first aim of treatment. 
The specific treatment of the parasitic stage requires study. 
Surgical procedures involving the use of inhalation 
anesthesia may result in death from asphyxia. Patients 
should be isolated and measures taken to prevent contagion 
since several members of a kennel have been infected 
though the source and mode of inféction were not 
recorded (Osler, 1877, Gaiger, 1909, and Pillers, 1928). 
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Uganda Economies.”’ 


PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND 
VETERINARY DEPARTMENTS. 


The Kampala (Uganda) correspondent of The Times, in 
a message published in that paper on September 26th, 
stated that the Finance Committee appointed by the 
Governor in May “‘ to consider and advise on the means 
to be adopted to keep the Protectorate’s annually recurrent 
expenditure within the anticipated revenue either by rais- 
ing additional revenue or by effecting economies in the 
public service, or by both these measures,’’ has issued its 
first report. The Committee, which was appointed in con- 
sequence of the drop in the value of cotton (on which 
Uganda depends chiefly) and of the other produce, recom- 
mends a number of new taxes, increased duties and the 
amalgamation of the Agricyltural and Veterinary Depart- 
ments when the present Director of Veterinary Service 
retires. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has sanctioned 
the preparation of the 1932 Budget on the basis of the 
recommendations of the Committee, subject to the Govern- 


ment’s note, 


Cow-testing in Ireland. 

The deerease in the number of cow-testing associations 
in the Irish Free State from 267 on September 30th, 1928, 
to 239 in 1929 is stated in the Report of the I.F.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for 1929-30 to have been due to the 
withdrawal of the Department's support to associations 
whose work was not of a high ‘standard, or which were 
not in a position to comply with the Department’s regula- 
tions. Other associations were amalgamated with neigh- 
bouring associations. 


*This recommendation forms the subject of our leading 


article this week.—Eb. 
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The Official Relation of the Veterinarian 
to the Agriculturalist in the Colonies. 


In The Times of September 26th appeared a 
telegram from their Kampala (Uganda) corres- 
pondent which we reproduce on another page. 

Doubtless Uganda, like most Colonies and even 
the Mother Country, is experiencing the effects 
of the economic situation: and it is her duty 
to use every effort to balance the budget while 
maintaining her public services in a state of efh- 
ciency. The Finance Committee, which was 
appointed under the chairmanship of the Acting 
Chief Secretary in May last, is reported to have 
recommended ‘‘ the amalgamation of the Agri- 
cultural and Veterinary Departments when the 
present Director of Veterinary Services retires.”’ 

A technical Department of a Crown Colony is 
an organisation having no resemblance to a 
Department of State or Ministry such as obtains 
in England and in the Dominions, in which execu- 
tive and administrative control is exercised by 
a political minister, with whom is associated a 
bureaucracy of permanent non-technical adminis- 
trative officials to co-ordinate the work of the 
technical experts. 

In such an organisation there is no subordina- 
tion of one technical branch to another, and the 
chief officer of each is autonomous and is res- 
ponsible to the minister for his executive action. 

In most of these Colonies, where stock interests 
predominate and epizootic disease is a major issue, 
the Veterinary Department rightly retains its in- 
dependence in a system of government which 
places the Chief Secretary in the position of a 
minister, and the technical departments—medical, 
survey, geological, forests, agricultural, veteri- 
nary, etc.—as equal branches or divisions of a 
ministry in the European sense. 

In some few of the Colonies, the agriculturalist 
has been placed in the position of head of a 
Department, with the veterinarian and his staff 
in a capacity subordinate to him, thus imposing 
upon the professional officer a technical control 
by one trained only in agriculture, and giving to 
him a lower status than the other technical officers 
of Government who maintain their autonomy and 
have access, as heads of departments, to the Chief 
Secretary and to the Governor. 

Those who have familiarised themselves with 
the progress of the Colonial Veterinary Service— 
and thanks to the interest shown by the Colonial 
Office in recent years, and to the excellent work 
of such committees as that presided over by Lord 
Lovat in 1927 and 1928 there are many among 
the profession in Britain and more among the 
parents who have come to regard it with increas- 
ing favour as an avenue for their sons —appreciate 


that in the Colonies where this unfortunate system 
of subordination obtains, the progress of animal 
development and the control of disease have 
suffered. Such a state brings discredit upon the 
members of our profession, whose duty to the 
public cannot freely be exercised, and causes 
dissatisfaction to the stock-owners (who may not 
yet fully appreciate the cause) as well as to the 
veterinary staff, who become disheartened at 
the invidious inferiority of their position vis a vis 
other professions, and the lack of recognition of 
their work consequent upon the dictation by the 
agriculturalist, whose little ‘‘ knowledge ”’ is apt 
to be most dangerous. 

It is possible that the Finance Committee of 
Uganda contemplate an amalgamation which will 
place the direction of the Joint Department in the 
hands of the Director of Veterinary Services. We 
are not sufficiently familiar with the relative in- 
terests of the stock and the plantation industries 
in Uganda to express an opinion on this view, 
which has much to commend it in Colonies where 
the animal situation is predominant ; but we would 
prefer to see the agriculturalist also enabled to 
develop his own particular field without the risk 
of suppression from an alien technical influence. 

If the proposal is that the Director of Veteri- 
nary Services shall be placed under the 
Agricultural Director we trust that this recom- 
mendation of the Committee will at once be re- 
jected by the Government. To permit even the 
suggestion of such action to be made in responsi- 
ble circles is a retrograde step and would have a 
most unsteadying effect upon those who have 
already embarked upon veterinary training with 
the object of joining the Colonial Service, and 
upon the larger number who at the present 
moment are viewing our profession with greater 
enthusiasm as being one to which the biologically 
minded youth, with a love of animals and a desire 
for an open life, can turn for an honourable 
career. Neither the profession itself, nor those 
branches of it which are dependant upon recruits 
of the highest standard, can afford to receive 
ganda’s proposals with equanimity, and we 
trust that those with whom the decision lies will 
lose no time in allaying the fear engendered by 
this unofficial but clearly authentic announcement. 


Following investigations carried out in Scotland by the 
Hannah Dairy Research Institute, some interesting figures 
relating to the incidence of disease in dairy herds have been 
published. It is reckoned that disease disposals constitute 
44-3 per cent. of the total disposals of stock. From an 
analysis of the figures it appears that reproductive troubles, 
such as failure to breed and abortion, are responsible for the 
highest percentage (19-3). Udder diseases, such as the loss 
of quarter and mammitis, also constitute a high proportion 
(15 per cent.). Dr. Minett spoke of mammitis at one of 
the British Association’s meetings, saying that we had no 
precise conception of the magnitude of the loss from this 
cause. The Scottish figures showed that tuberculosis 
accounts for a total of 7-6 per cent., but losses from Johne's 
disease were practically negligible, which is a result in 
striking contrast to the general experience in the 
South of England.—The Times. 
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Veterinary Advisory Officers. 


Revised Instructions issued by the Ministry. 

We publish below the revised schedule of duties recently 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to the 
Advisory Centres in England and Wales. 

1.—A veterinary adviser has, like other technical advisers 
attached to Provincial Centres, the two primary duties of 
giving advice and conducting local investigations, but he 
is in a special position in that he is a member of the 
veterinary profession and will come into frequent contact 
with members of that profession who are engaged in the 
treatment of domestic animals. 

2.—A veterinary adviser should not treat individual cases 
of disease except where extreme urgency demands such 
action. In such a case first aid treatment should be 
given and the owner should be advised to send for his 
veterinary practitioner, In certain Provinces it is not possi- 
ble to apply this rule without exception to poultry diseases, 
but even so the adviser should not treat cases if a veterinary 
practitioner is normally employed or is likely to be called in. 

3.—Veterinary advisers should not engage in the prepara- 
tion of biological products for sale, but where there is a 
pressing demand for remedial measures on a larger scale 
than could be dealt with by the local practitioners (e.g., 
the inoculation for braxy in certain areas) an adviser may 
assist owners in obtaining vaccines or other specifics and 
instruct farmers in methods of application should the 
ordinary filethods of instruction not be available. 

4.—It should be regarded as an important part of the 
adviser's duties to encourage co-operation between farmers 
and veterinary practitioners with a view to arranging con- 
certed action against disease causing particular damage in 
the Province. 

5.—A veterinary adviser should keep himself informed as 
fully as possible of the incidence of animal diseases in his 
area and should notify the relevant Research Institutes of 
unusual outbreaks of any disease in which those Institutes 
are specially interested. 

6.—In general, the cases in which advice should be given 
should be restricted to the following three classes :— 

(a) Epizootics. 

(b) Outbreaks of, obscure cases of disease. 

(c) Prevention of disease. 

On every occasion before investigating a case, the 
veterinary adviser should inform, and, if possible, obtain 
ihe collaboration of, any veterinary practitioner or prac- 
titioners who may be employed on the farm = or farms 
concerned. 

7.—The nature of the investigations undertaken by 
veterinary advisers will be determined from observations 
made in the course of advisory work and from the results 
of surveys. It is not to be expected that in most cases a 
veterinary adviser will be able to undertake single-handed 
an exhaustive investigation into any disease. Research 
Institutes exist for such investigations, and a veterinary 
adviser may expect their assistance and should in turn be 
prepared to co-operate with particular Institutes or in joint 
schemes of research arranged by the Animal Diseases Com- 
mittee of the Agricultural Research Council. 

8.—Veterinary advisers will submit to the Ministry 


annually in advance programmes of the investigations that 


they propose to carry out, in order that co-operation may be 
secured with Research Institutes in Animal Pathology. 

9.—In making grants in aid of advisory work, the 
Ministry expressly recognises that the University or College 
acting as the Provincial Centre may call upon advisers 
to undertake a limited number of lectures to students. In 
the case of veterinary advisers the time devoted to such 
lecturing should be restricted to a minimum. In no case 
may advisers lecture on more than two days a week during 
term time. 


The N.V.M.A. have received a covering letter from the 
Ministry of Agriculture in which it is stated that it is being 
made clear to the veterinary adviser that in all his dealings 
he must be guided by the fact that he is a member of 
the veterinary profession and that his conduct must be 
ruled by the etiquette of that profession. 


The Value of Milk in Diet. 


The Ministry of Agriculture has issued, for the informa- 
tion of the general public on the above subject, the follow- 
ing useful note :— 

“At first sight the stressing of the dietetic value of milk 
may appear unnecessary, but it cannot be said that the 
virtues of clean milk as a food are fully appreciated by the 
public generally. Sound milk is a good food for anybody, 
but especially so for growing children. Many experiments 
have been carried out with a view to ascertaining the value 
of milk as a food for growing children, and, among them, 
that undertaken in 1930 by the Education Authority of the 
County of Lanark is a very notable example. The Lanark- 
shire Milk Investigation differed in several important 
respects from previous experiments of this nature. In the 
first place, it was conceived and conducted on a very much 
larger scale than any which had preceded it. The number 
of children under observation was no fewer than 20,000, 
half of whom were given the extra milk and the other 
half not given it. Secondly, for the first time in any 
investigation of this character a special official grade of 
milk alone was used. All the milk supplied was Grade A 
(Tuberculin Tested) milk. 

*“ When the children chosen for the experiment had been 
selected, each had a card on which was entered his or her 
name, home address and date of birth. Each child was 
weighed and measured at the beginning of the investiga- 
tion and again at the end. Doctors and nurses were 
employed over a period of ten school days for the initial 
weighing and measurings, and nine-and-a-half school days 
for the final weighing and measurings. Every care was 
taken to ensure the accuraoy of the data on which con- 
clusions were based. 

** The results demonstrated most clearly that the addition 
of extra milk to the diet of children has a striking effect 
in improving physique and general health, and increasing 
mental alertness. They suggested also that, apart from its 
own food value, milk enables the other constituents of an 
ordinary diet to be more fully utilised as growth factors. 
It is interesting to note that in the matter of growth and 
weight-increase there is no obvious difference between boys 
and girls, and that there is little evidence of definite rela- 
tion between the age of children and the degree of improve- 
ment. The results did not support the belief that the 
younger derived more benefit than the older children. In 
fact, the children, as a whole, irrespective of age or sex, 
benefited greatly from the addition of extra milk to their 
ordinary diet. 

‘* One of the advantages of milk as a food is the fact that 
it can be served in so many palatable forms. For people 
who dislike raw milk, but who realise that milk is neces- 
sary to their health, there are numerous appetising dishes 
which have milk for their bases, and which are quite easy 
to prepare. Every housewife knows them, and every house- 
wife should see that her children have their due share of 
this pleasant and easily assimilated food,”’ 
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Clinical Report. 


Sarcoptic Mange in Camels. 


By 
G. K. Shaw, Major, R.A.V.C. 
(Rawalpindi, India, 31/8/1931.) 


Officers of the R.A.V.C. naturally prefer supporting their 
own Journal with articles of a clinical and other nature, 
and it was hoped that in due course the subject matter of 
this communication would be found there. But I am 
prompted to send it to the Veterinary Record for two 
reasons : 

(1) Because of the paper read by Dr. Arthur Whitfield 
on ‘‘ Scabies and Ringworm as Transmissible between 
Animals and Man,’’ and which afterwards appeared in 
No. 30, Vol. XI, dated July 25th, 1931, of that organ, and 
(2) because, in the subsequent discussion of the different 
transmissible diseases, it was stated that ‘‘it was almost im- 
possible to cure the camel of sarcoptic mange when once it 
had contracted it.”’ 

During the operations in Waziristan on the North-West 
Frontier of India I spent the greater part of the years 
1921-22 in command of a Camel Hospital, in which the 
daily number of sick was rarely below 800, and generally 
in the neighbourhood of from 1,200 to 1,500. 

Three-fourths of these animals were undergoing treat- 
ment for sarcoptic mange. 

One day I noticed some of the sarwans (camel men) 
picking at their bodies and scratching, and on making 
inquiries was informed by my Indian Officer that they 
had mange, but that it was nothing unusual amongst 
attendants on mangy camels. 

I reported the matter to the medical authorities and on 
a subsequent inspection parade it was found that the 
majority of the hospital personnel (some 400 men in all, 
including sarwans) were affected. Scrapings were taken 
from a number of them and sarcopts indistinguishable 
from the camel variety were demonstrated. A few days’ 
treatment with sulphur ointment and hot baths cleared 
up the whole business. 

The line of treatment in this hospital for camels suffering 
from mange was similar to that used in the Great War for 
equines, except that, for reasons of conformation, the 
camels were not plunged into a swimming dip. They were 
led into a shallow bath and made to squat down and then 
scrubbed all over with the hot solution of calcium sulphide. 
This treatment was quite effective, but with so many camels 
to handle it was slow and numerous other time-saving 
methods were tried. I had heard that crude oil (mineral) 
had been used in Mesopotamia on camels, but knew nothing 
of the method of application. We decided to experiment 
with it and the results were so striking that I cannot do 
better than quote verbatim from a copy of a report which 
I sent to higher authority after the treatment had proved 
itself, and which, I believe, resulted in the method being 
used in other veterinary units of the Waziristan Field Force. 

*“ Dated May 16th, 1922. 

**. . . . In January of this year 120 proved mange cases 
were selected out of a batch of camels received from the 
forward area, and isolated, with a view to trying experi- 
mental treatment with different oils and comparing results 


with those obtained from calcium sulphide treatment. Out 
of these, 40 were treated with the calcium sulphide dip 
in the usual manner, 40 with taramira oil, and 40 with 
ctude mineral oil. 

“* Of these three methods the crude oil treatment gave 
undoubtedly the best results. 

“* The following was the procedure adopted: The camels 
were clipped and undiluted crude mineral oil applied to 
the whole of the body and limbs. This was left on for 
four days, the camel being groomed as usual. At the 
end of the fourth day the camel was smeared with a thin 
pilaster of mud which was left on for 24 hours and then 
washed off. This removed a great deal of the hard scales 
and corrugated skin which the crude oil had softened. 
The camel was then groomed as usual for two days when 
‘ second dressing of the oil was applied, mud plaster again 
being used at the end of the fourth day and washed off 
«us before. This second dressing removed most of the 
corrugated skin and hard scales, leaving the skin soft and 
pliable. 

A third dressing of oil was applied and after four days 
the animal is washed with soap and water, no mud being 
used, 

*““The majority of cases required no further treatment 
except grooming and occasional washing. 

ADVANTAGES OF CRUDE TREATMENT, 

** 1.—Economical. Average period under treatment, 21 
days, i.e., three dressings. The Supply Depét stock book 
rate for crude oil (mineral) is rupees two per four gallon 
drum. Used undiluted, four gallons is sufficignt for the 
complete dressing of four camels, or one camel four times, 
so that the cost of treatment is very small. 

‘**2.—After one dressing itching and rubbing cease. 

** 3.—Easily applied. It is rubbed on with a piece of cloth 
or old sacking. 

“*4.—Stimulates the skin and growth of hair. 

** 5.—Disinfects Jhools (rugs) and grooming kit. 

** 6.—Keeps off flies. This is a great factor in its favour, 
especially if the animal is suffering from injuries or septic 
wounds in addition to mange. 

“*7.—Does not blister. A number of camels have been 

kept tied in the open after dressing to find if the sun caused 
blistering. In no cases did this occur. 
'“* 8.—Easily obtainable. Out of every batch of camels 
admitted since this treatment was tried, a number of the 
worst cases have been dressed in the foregoing manner 
with the same excellent results.” 

Some people may, perhaps, consider the application of 
mud unusual and not highly hygienic. To these I would 
suggest the more expensive Fuller’s earth or kaolin, but 
those who know India will be familiar with the fact that 
the average Indian is never happier than when he is 
plastering mud on something, whether it be his own body 
or the path leading up to the Sahib’s office. 

But mud has its uses. Native camelmen in the Punjab 
apply a dressing of taramira oil to their mangy camels 
in the evening, and next morning smear a thin coating 
of mud over the dressing, as taramira oil blisters the 
skin when exposed to the sun. 

With the crude oil treatment blistering does not occur, 
the mud being used simply as an adjunct, as when it has 
baked hard and is then washed off the oil-softened dead 
scales and dirt come away with it, 
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Review. 


[Foundations of Clinical Hematology of the Domesticated 
Animals. By Dr. D. WirtH. 8 vo. 311 pages. 51 
illustrations in the text and 8 coloured plates. Price 
RM 25—bound RM 27:40. Urban and Schwarzenberg, 
Berlin and Vienna. } 


An outstanding and valuable work by an authority on 
an important subject. The author modestly describes it as 
** Foundations.’” The foundations are well and truly laid 
and support a complete, comprehensive edifice designed and 
erected with great skill and unremitting care. 

In Part I the author defines the methods, uses and limits 
of Hematology. He regards blood éxaminations from 
three aspects :—Bacterio-serological, Physico-chemical and 
Morpho-biological, and insists on a careful preliminary 
clinical examination of the patient. Six steps are described 
in the examination of blood. (a) Examination in the natural 
state. (b) Determination of Hamoglobin content.  (c) 
Colour Index. (d) Red corpuscle count. (e) Leucocyte 
count. (f) Blood Platelet count. (g) Examination of a 
stained smear. Of the six methods of staining described, 
Pappenheim's panoptic stain, using May-Griinwald followed 
by Giemsa, is considered the best. Other factors with 
reference to blood discussed here are reactions, coagula- 
tion, quantity, corpuscle volume, specific gravity, viscosity, 
albumen content, serum colour, resistance and rate of 
gravitation of red cells. Attention is then directed to the 
chemical, physical and physiological properties of the 
various constituents, the evolution, destruction and replace- 
ment of the cells, general symptomatology, the effect of 
sex, pregnancy, digestion, work, castration, age, reactions 
of the hamatopoetic system. 

Part II is devoted to the normal blood picture and 
gives the figures of many leading authorities with regard 
to the red corpuscles, their size, count, haemoglobin, colour 
index and race distinctions, blood platelets, leucocytes and 
their numerous proportions in the blood of all the domesti- 
cated animals and birds, other animals, reptiles, amphi- 
bians, fish and bees. In the guinea-pig special mention 
is made of Kurloff’s bodies. 

Part III describes special pathological haematology. The 
latest discoveries and treatments in human practice are 
included. This section is divided into seven groups :— 

A.—Diseases of the Erythroblastic system; includes the 
anzmias and pathological red corpuscle increase. 

B.—Diseases of the Leucoblastic system; the various 
leuceemias and pseudoleucaemias of man and animals, 

C.—Hemorrhagic Diatheses. 

D.—Splenomegaly. 

E.—Heamoglobinemias. 

F.—Symptomatic blood changes; bacterial and virus 
infections, zooparasitic infections, organic diseases, action 
of medicinal agents, ultra-violet irradiation, X-rays. 

G.—Blood examinations as applied to animal husbandry. 

As an indication of the amount of work entailed in com- 


piling this volume, it may be mentioned that the biblio- 


graphy, in spite of being condensed to two-thirds of its 


original length, takes up 24 pages. 
The coloured plates, showing the different types of blood 
cells under the conditions of health and various diseases, 


are practically perfect, 


Abstracts. 


| Osteomalacia, its Nature, Prophylaxis and Treatment from 
the Biochemical Standpoint. Professor Becka, Schweis. 
Archiv, f. Tierhlk. 1931. Vol. 73. No. 4.] 


The author considers that osteomalacia is an example 
of disfunction of calcium metabolism accompanied by 
acidosis dependant upon abnormal ‘magnesium content, 
which he believes is a regulator of the entire mineral meta- 
bolism of the body. Osteomalacia is the result of defi- 
cient resorption of calcium. To prevent this, four factors 
are important, namely, an optimum pH value (7-3-7-8), 
normal parathyroid function, the presence of vitamins 


(chiefly D), and the presence of ultra-violet light. Accord- 


ing to the recent work of Delbet, if magnesium chloride is 
available the body can produce vitamins itself. Magne- 
sium in solution can penetrate animal membranes, but cal- 
cium cannot do this on its own account and for its 
resorption requires the presence of magnesium, which it 
can follow. Under natural conditions magnesium is pro- 
vided in chlorophyll in plants: chlorophyll is, however, 
denaturated if the plant is dried or subjected to fermenta- 
tion and this is borne out by the observation that cases of 
osteomalacia are more numerous after a hot and dry 
summer. In experiments on rabbits Becka found that 
the resorption of calcium is hindered when the sulphate, 
carbonate and acetate of Mg are given orally or intra. 
venously, and that resorption of Ca occurs when the 
chloride, lactate or phosphate of Mg is used. Mg_ glu- 
conate (?) and colloidal Mg hydroxide also have the same 
effect as these latter. 

Osteomalacia can be prevented by the feeding of fresh 
grass. Calcium-containing preparations alone are useless, 
* Polysan,’’ a proprietary preparation containing colloidal 
magnesium hydroxide is useful prephylactically where 
silage is used and it is also efficient curatively even in 
pronounced cases of the disease. Osteomalacia can also 
be prevented if dry hay is steeped for six hours in water 
to which a little hydrochloric acid has been added. Becka 
believes that this treatment results in the formation of 
magnesium chloride from the chlorophyll which had been 


denaturated by the drying of the hay. 
J. T. E. 


{ Comparative Studies on the Serum and Rapid Whole Blood 
Agglutination Tests for Bacillary White Diarrhea. Dr. 
Scumip. Schweiz. Archiv, f. Tierhlk. 1931. Vol. 73, 


No. 4.] 


After a full discussion on previous work on this subject 
done in different countries, the author describes his own 
results. He carried out tests on 584 hens and 91 cocks, 
using both methods, and found that they agreed with only 
about 1-4 per cent. error, the greatest error being obtained 
in testing cock blood. He considers that the rapid method 
is as reliable as the slow for the diagnosis of B. pullorum 
infection in chronically infected hens. In doubtful cases a 
retest with the slow serum method should be done. Cock 
blood should be tested with the slow serum method. 

In all B.W.D. tests the antigen should be prepared from 
several strains of B. pullorum and a fresh strain should be 
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added from time to time. This is advisable because so much 
variation exists in this organism found in nature. 

Full details of technique are given and discussed in this 
paper. 


| The Expulsion of [r. abortus through the Mammary Gland 
of Cows after Injection with Living Culture. Cominorri. 
D.T.W. No, 30. p. 465. July 25th, 1931. | 


The question has arisen as to the possibility of animals 
injected with living Br. abertus culture later expelling the 
bacterium through the mammary gland. Reference is made 
to the work of various investigators and the concensus of 
opinion would seem to point to a positive answer. Others 
maintain that the bacteria die soon after injection and 
base this opinion on the negative bacteriological findings 
after slaughter. It is still a moot point whether animals 
that expel the bacterium through the udder are capable 
of spreading the infection. The author records experiments 
designed to prove whether heifers which received two inocu- 
lations of living abortus culture prior to service expelled 
the organism through the mammary gland after calving. 
These animals calved normally. Guinea-pigs were inocu- 
lated with milk at varying periods and their serum tested 
for agglutinins. Cultures were obtained from these animals 
by sowing out from the spleen. The results showed that 
50-60°5 per cent. of the heifers excreted Br. abortus in 
the milk ofter calving, and continued doing so 6-9-10 and 
15 months later. Br. abortus was identified by the usual 
biological methods. Guinea-pigs inoculated subcutaneously 
with material containing Br, abortus may not show re- 
actions to the agglutination test for 44 days. 

W. L. S. 


[The Demonstration of Tubercle bacilli in Phiegm and 
from Milk Samples by Cultivation. Wotters. D.T.1. 
No, 35. p. 547. August 29th, 1931. ] 


The author is of the opinion that the demonstration of 
tubercle bacilli in animal excretions by cultural methods 
is of practical utility. Suspected milk is first of all centri- 
fuged, and after treating the deposit and cream with 15 per 
cent. HCl, the material is seeded cn media containing 
malachite green. Bronchial excretions are treated dimi- 
larly. For quick growth glycerine is omitted from the 
media, but is added when it is desired to differentiate the 
bovine, human and avian types. From _ microscopically 
positive phlegm and milk samples, cultures of tubercle 
bacilli can always be grown in 25-30 days, and cultures 
were obtained in nine cases out of 40 specimens of phlegm 
that were negative microscopically. This suggests the 
advisability of employing cultural methods in doubtful 
cases. For the demonstration of the avian type of tubercle 
bacillus in animal excretions, the cultural method is of 
greater importance than the animal test since this strain 
is non-pathogenic for guinea-pigs. 

W. L. S. 


Russia has been the one bright spot in the Shorthorn 
world this year. Prices may not be so high as those paid 
by other countries ; but Russia has taken 365 head in the 
first nine months of the year. The demand from other 
countries has been small, 
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National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 


The Autumn Quarterly Meeting of Council of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great) Britain 
and Ireland was held at 10, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, October 6th, 1931. 

The President (Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson) occupied 
the chair and there were also present Messrs. J. C. 
Coleman, H. W. Dawes, Major A. C. Duncan, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Major F, L. Gooch, Mr. H. Gooch, Pro- 
fessor F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. L. Hughes, Major H. Kirk, 
Messrs. J. F. Macdonald, G. T. Matthews, G. P. Male, Dr, 
R. F. Montgomerie, Sir John Moore, Messrs. W. Nairn, 
R. Barons Nelder, Major R. H. H. Over, Messrs. W. D. 
Rees, J. R. Rider, Major A. Spreull, Messrs. W. K. 
Townson, W. R. Watson, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Messrs. 
J. Willett, R. A.- Willett, W. Woods, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, together with Mr. 
J. W. MeIntosh, Hon. Secretary, Captain W. G. Wragg, 
Hon. Treasurer, Mr. F. Knight, Secretary, and Mr. C. O. 
Langley, Solicitor. 

The minutes of the two meetings of Council which were 
held at Norwich on the occasion of the Congress of the 
Association, having been printed in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read and were confirmed and signed. 

Arising, the Secretary read the followjng letters :-— 

(a) From Dr. Fred Bullock, Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, dated September 11th, 
1931, and addressed to the Secretary of the Association in 
the following terms :— 

“Will you kindly convey to your Council the cordial 
thanks of the Committee of the Smith Memorial Fund 
for the very generous donation they have made. The fund 
has not vet met with the response it deserves from the 
general body of the profession and | hope that the example 
set by the National will act as a stimulus to encourage 
further subscriptions.’ 

(6) From Mr. D. J. Anthony, M-r.c.v.s., D.v.s.m., of 
Brierley Hill, Staffs, dated September 14th, 1931, requesting 
the Secretary to convey to the Council his appreciation 
of their vote of thanks and to inform them that he con- 
sidered it an honour to have been of some service to them 
by presenting a paper to the Norwich Congress. 

(c) From Mr. H. Standley, junr. (Local Secretary to the 
Norwich. Congress), dated September 2nd, 1931, requesting 
the Secretary to convey to the Council his sincere thanks 
for their appreciation of his efforts as Local Secretary. 
His duties (wrote Mr. Standley) gave him much pleasure 
and he felt it a great honour to have held the office. 

(dq) From Major J. G. MeGregor (Stirling), dated 
September Ist, 1931, addressed to the Secretary of the 
Association, in the following terms :— 

** Thank you for your letter informing me that I had been 
elected a Vice-President of the N.V.M.A., representing the 
Scottish Branch. I feel it a great honour to have been 
chosen and shall endeavour to upheld the dignity of the 
office and the interests of the Association.” 

(e) From Mr. T. Eaton Jones (Liverpooi), dated 
September Ist, 1931, also addressed to the Secretary of 
the Association, as follows :— 

“Will you kindly convey my very best thanks to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association for the honour 
they have again done me by electing me one of their 
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Vice-Presidents. 1 shall be most pleased to accept and 
will endeavour to forward the interests of the Association 
in every way to the utmost of my ability. 1 much appre- 
ciate also the kind expression of thanks for my services 
in the past.” 

The Seeretary said that there was one other matter 
arising from the minutes, and that was as to whether 
or not the Council wished the revised list of duties of 
Veterinary Advisory Officers to be published in the Veteri- 
nary Record. 

The Presipent observed that the revised list of duties 
had been the subject of further correspondence between the 
Association and the Ministry of Agriculture and had there- 
fore been withheld from publication in the Association's 
journal. The list had now been published by the Ministry, 
however, and therefore was now public property. 

Mr. MclInxtrosn expressed the view that it was very 
desirable that the list of duties of Veterinary Advisory 
Officers should be published in the Veterinary Record, 
in order that all’ members of the profession should be 
acquainted with the actual position. His own personal 
view was that the Ministry had met the Association in 
a very good spirit indeed. (Hear, hear.) 

The Ministry were most anxious to try and meet the 
objections which some of the members of the Association 
had with regard to some of the work as carried out 
by certain of the Veterinary Advisory Officers, and he 
thought they would agree, when they saw the revised 
duties, that the Ministry had gone a_ considerable way 
to meet the objecting practitioners and that those practi- 
tioners must go some way to meet the Ministry. He 
moved that the revised list of duties be published in’ the 
Association's journal. 

_ The motion having been seconded by Principal Hospay 
and carried unanimously, Mr. McIntosn rose to add that 
he omitted to say that the revised rules were not un- 
alterable. If, after they had been in operation for some 
time and had thus been given a fair trial, members of 
the Association or other practitioners found that they were 
not working satisfactorily, they were open for revision. 
He thought that was a very important point. 


Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting. 


The Secretary read a letter (dated August 30th, 1931) 
from Mr. Howard W. Dawes, of West Bromwich, thanking 
the Association, on behalf of the members of his family 
and himself, for the message of sympathy sent from the 
Association on the occasion of the Annual Meeting at 
Norwich in relation to the death of his father, Mr. H. J. 
Dawes, late Hon. Secretary to the Association. 

A letter was read .from Professor J. Bb. Buxton, of 
Cambridge, Chairman of the Provisional Committee of 
the Norwich Congress, returning thanks for the message 
sent him from the Annual Meeting expressing the Associa- 
tion's deep regret at his inability to attend in consequence 
of indisposition. 

The Secretary read the following correspondence with 
reference to the resolution passed at Congress concerning 
the routine inspection of dairy herds :— 

lugust 31st, 1931. 
Sir, 
Inspection OF Dairy CATTLE. 


I am instructed to lay before you the following copy 
of a resolution which was unanimously adopted at the 
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Annual General Meeting of this Association held at Norwich 
on August 28th :— 
(a) That routine inspection of all dairy herds is 
essential as a public health measure. 
(>) That copies of this resolution be transmitted to 
the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Welsh Board of Health, Scottish Board of 
Health and the County Councils’ Association. 

It is earnestly hoped that this resolution will meet with 
the sympathy and support of the County Councils 
Association. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
F. Knicut, 
The Secretary, General Secretary. 
County Councils Association, 
84, Eccleston Square, 
S.W.1. 


County Councils Association, 
84, Eccleston Square, 
Westminster, S.W.1,. 
September 4th, 1931. 
Dear Sir, 
INSPECTION OF Dairy Carrie. 

Your letter of the 31st ultimo has been put before me 
on my return from vacation. In reply thereto, I beg to 
inform you that the question of the routine inspection of 
dairy cattle has recently been considered by my Agricultural 
Committee, who unanimously passed, after considering ob- 
servations received from the individual county councils, 
the following resolution :— 

* The Committee, having carefully investigated the 
information and observations received from the County 
Councils, do not consider, in view of the diversity of 
expert opinion thereby disclosed with regard to the most 
effective method of preventing the supply of tuber- 
culous milk, that they are justified in recommending the 
adoption at the present time, under the provisions of 
Article 8 of the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, of the 
system of routine inspection of dairy cattle in’ every 
county area.”’ 

It would therefore seem that no useful purpose is likely 
to be served by the submission of your letter to my 
Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 
S. M. Jounson, 
Secretary. 

The General Secretary, 

National Veterinary Medical Association of 

Great Britain and Ireland, 
2, Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

The Presipent: “ If thefe is no remark on that letter, 
we will pass on to the next communication on the same 
subject.”’ 

This was read by the Secretary, as follows :— 

Department of Health for Scotland, 
121la, Princes Street, 
Edinburgh. 
September 3rd, 1931. 
Sir, 
VETERINARY INSPECTION OF Datry HeErDs. 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
31st ultimo, intimating the unanimous resolution adopted 
at the annual general meeting of your Association that 
routine inspection of all dairy herds is essential as a public 
health measure and I am to inform you that in terms of Sec- 
tion 4 (2) of the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, the 
veterinary inspection of dairy cattle at least once per annum 
is a statutory duty of Local Authorities in Scotland. In 
this connection, I enclose a copy of the Department's 
Circular (Foods 21) of March 7th, 1930, from paragraph 17 
of which it will be seen that the Department take the view 
that the frequency of veterinary inspection of dairy cattle 
to be aimed at is three times per annum in landward areas 
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and four times per annum in burghs. This frequency 
of inspection has already been adopted by many Local 
Authorities in Scotland and its adoption is under con- 
sideration by others. 
J am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
H. M. Rowe. 
F, Knight, ksq., General Secretary, 
National Veterinary Medical Association, 
2, Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, 
London, W.C.1. 


The Secretary read paragraph 17 of the Department’s 
circular (Foods 21) to which reference was made in the 
foregoing communication. The paragraph is as follows :— 

17.—Veterinary Inspection of Dairy Cattle.—Cattle 
in registered dairies must, in terms of Section 4 (2) 
of the 1914 Act, be inspected from time to time and 
once at least in every year. In addition, veterinary 
inspectors may be and in most areas have been 
authorised and instructed to examine cattle in unregis- 
tered premises coming within the terms of Section 5 
of the Act. Experience has shown that if veterinary 
inspection is to attain a reasonable measure of success 
in preventing the retention of tubercular and other 
diseased animals in dairy herds, with consequent 
danger to the milk supply, a higher frequency than one 
inspection a year is essential in both landward and 
burghal districts. The changes in the composition of 
herds due to buying and selling of animals, and the 
rapidity with which disease may develop in the in- 
dividual animal and spread to others in the herd, are 
obvious factors to be considered in fixing the frequency 
of inspection. Moreover, an interval of so long a 
period as a year between visits must reduce consider- 
ably the educative value of the veterinary inspector’s 
work. In burghs four inspections a year are common 
and in some instances there are monthly inspections. 
Many county districts have also recognised the advan- 
tages of increased inspection; but others, including 
some important dairying districts, have not yet provided 
for more than the statutory minimum. The Depart- 
ment take the view that in landward areas a minimum 
of three inspections a year should be aimed at. They 
appreciate that increased inspection will, in the princi- 
pal dairying counties especially, necessitate the appoint- 
ment of additional staff, and it will be for County 
Councils to consider what numbers will be necessary 
to overtake the work. 

The Presipent observed that he thought that that letter 
was a much more satisfactory communication than the 
previous one, and that they could congratulate their Scottish 
friends on having such excellent legislation regarding ‘the 
inspection of cows. (Applause.) 

Formal acknowledgments of the resolution by the 
Ministry of Health and the Welsh Board of Health were 
also reported to the Council. 

Apologies for absence.—-The following gentlemen, said the 
Secretary, had sent messages of regret for their inability 
to attend the meeting :—Dr. O. C. Bradley, Mr. W. H. 
Brooke, Captain O. V. Gunning, Mr. Richard Hughes, Mr. 
1. Eaton Jones, Professor J. Macqueen, Captain S. J. 
Motton, Captain A. W. Noel Pillers, Major L. P. Pugh, 
Major D. S. Rabagliati, Mr. A. McK. Sievwright, Captain 
R. Simpson, Mr, H. P. Standley, Major J. H. Taylor, Mr. 
T. Wilkinson, and Lieut.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

Correspondence. 

(1) From Mr. W. Scott, of Bridgwater, tendering, with re- 
gret, his resignation from membership of the Association. 

The Council resolved itself into Committee to consider 
the letter, and upon the resumption of open meeting it 
was proposed by Mr, McIntosn, seconded by Professor 


WOOLDRIDGE, and unanimously agreed that Mr. Scott be 
asked to reconsider his resignation. 

(2) From Mr. H. W. Dawes, Hon. Secretary of the Mid- 
land Counties Division, N.V.M.A., dated September 26th, 
1931, in the following terms :— 

“At a meeting of the above Association held at Birming- 
ham on September 17th, 1931, it was unanimously resolved 
that the Council of the National. Veterinary Medical 
Association be asked to circulate all divisions and branches 
of the Association, with a view to obtaining a consensus 
of opinion as to the advisability of Johne’s disease being 
made notifiable. 

** Having regard to the increasing menace of the disease 
and the extensive losses it causes to agriculturists, it was 
felt by the meeting that such an expression of opinion would 
be of the greatest value.”’ 

On the proposition of Dr. Wuirrnousr, seconded by 
Mr. Goocn, it was agreed to circularise all divisions and 
branches as requested in the resolution from the Midland 
Counties Division. 

Membership of the Association. 

The Secretary reported the number of members at 
September 30th, 1931, as 1,657. 

Obituary List.—The Council stood in silent tribute to 
the memory of the following members whose names 
appeared on the Obituary List, which was read by the 
Secretary as follows :—Major R. Catmur, Mr. F. W. S. 
Clough, Mr, J. C, Gaunt, Mr. G) W. Lucking and Mr. 
J. M. Montgomerie. 

The Presipent observed that before they passed from 
the Obituary List he thought it would be the wish of the 
Council that they should extend to their Editorial Repre- 
sentative their sincerest sympathy on the death of his father. 
Mr. William Brown, senr., though not a member of the 
Association, was a very well-known and highly-respected 
member of the veterinary profession and was held in high 
esteem. 

The EprrortaL) REPRESENTATIVF expressed his great 
appreciation of the Council’s sympathy. 

New Members.—The following, having filled in the 
requisite nomination forms and paid their  subscrip- 
tions, were elected as members of the Association, on the 
proposition of Mr, Nairn, seconded by Major Kirk :— 

Messrs. J. Anderson (Nairobi), J. Bell (Maidenhead), 
A. L, Bragg (Tarporley), Miss A. M. Catchpole (Edgware), 
Messrs. J. J. Dundon (Limerick), C. P. Hynes (Lismore), 
W. K. Johnstone (Manchester), j. D. McLauchlan 
(Brechin), Professor D. C. Matheson (Edinburgh), Messrs. 
DD. W. Menzies (Bristol), J. M. Mitchell (Glasgow), 
P. W. D. O’Connell (Dublin), N. F. Pollock (Cavan), 
:. J. Pullinger (Reading), M. J. Ryan (Westport). 


Reports of Committees. 


Organising Committee.—Captain J. R. Rider (Chair- 
man), read the following report of this Committee, and 
moved its reception :— 

A meeting of the Organising Committee was held at 2, 
Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, on Tuesday, October 6th, 
1931. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter was read from Major 
R. F. Wall dealing with the memorandum prepared by the 
Committee for the formulation of schemes for providing free 
treatment for sick animals of the poor; and also putting 
forward additional arguments in support of the scheme out- 
lined in his previous letter, 
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The Secretary was instructed as to the reply to be sent. 

It was decided to write to those Divisions who have not 
yet considered the Association’s memorandum, requesting 
them to arrange an early meeting for this purpose in order 
that the Association may be acquainted, by the end of 
the year, with any decisions arrived at. 

Newspaper cuttings were submitted from the Bootle 
Times, Liverpool Echo, and Swindon Evening Advertiser, 
showing announcements inserted by the Association inform- 
ing the public that veterinary surgeons do not advertise and 
that qualified veterinary surgeons are distinguished by the 
title M.R.C.V.S. or F.R.C.V.S., this action having been 
taken in consequence of the appearance in these newspapers 
of advertisements by unqualified persons. 

An article which Dr. Bradley had prepared at the re- 
quest of the Committee was considered. It was resolved 
that this article should be entitled ** The Veterinary Pro- 
fession and its Obligations to the Public,”’ and that copies 
should be circulated to the Secretaries of all Divisions with 
the request that members of the Division should be asked 
to use their personal influence in obtaining its insertion in 
the local press. The Committee hopes to be able to follow 
this up with articles dealing with the educational and other 
aspects of the life and work of the veterinary surgeon. 

Consideration was given to a letter from Mr. George 
Wright offering to undertake publicity work for the Asso- 
ciation. It was resolved not to entertain the proposal. 

It was agreed to recommend the appointment of Mr. G. P. 
Male to fill the vacancy in the panel of Assessors under 
the Clinical Prize Scheme for Students caused by the death 
of Mr. Dawes. ? 

The Secretary intimated that the Midland Counties 
Division wished a delegate to be sent to their next meeting 
on November 13th in connection with the question of the 
free treatment of sick animals of the poor, which was to 
be discussed at this meeting. The Chairman of the Com- 
mittee was thereupon invjted to act as the Association's 
delegate to this meeting, which he consequently undertook 
to attend. 

Arising from the above, it was resolved to recommend to 
the Finance Committee that the travelling expenses of such 
delegates should be defrayed by the Association. 

A report was made of the publicity given to the proceed- 
ings of the Norwich Congress. Other items which had 
appeared in the press and in connection with the preparation 
of which information had been given by the office, were also 
brought to the notice of the Committee. 


There being no discussion, the report was adopted on the 
proposition of Mr. NELDER, seconded by Major Kirk. 


Appointments Committee.—In the absence of the Chair- 
man of this Committee (Professor Buxton) the following 
report was read by the Secretary :-— 

The Appointments Committee met at 2, Verulam Build- 
ings, on Tuesday, October 6th, 1931, with Professor Buxton 
in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been pri:ted 
in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter was read from thé 
Chief Goods Manager, L.M.S. Railway Co., addressed to 
Sir John Moore, explaining why an unqualified person had 
been appointed to provide veterinary attendance on the 
Company’s horses at Carlisle and pointing out the difficulty 
ef his taking action in view of the facts disclosed. After 
consideration the Committee came to the conclusion that no 
further action could usefully be taken. 

The Committee reconsidered the decision come to at its 
April meeting on the question whether the Association’s 
scale of minimum salaries for whole-time Veterinary Officers 
applies to pensionable Government posts. It was agreed 
to recommend that the existing scale should apply to the 
holders of pensionable Government posts. 

Correspondence was received from :— 


(a) A member, drawing attention to the reduction to below + 


the Association’s minimum of £400 p.a. of the salaries of 
certain veterinary officers of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
owing to recent falls in the cost-of-living bonus, and ex- 


pressing the hope that the Association would see its way 
to take the matter up with the Ministry. The Committee 
decided not to move in this matter at present, in view of 
the economic situation. 

(b) From a member, drawing attention to the unsatis- 
factory salaries of research workers as compared with 


those attaching to other whole-time veterinary appoint- 


ments, and making suggestions for their improvement. It 
was agreed that the scales in force for this and the other 
categories of whole-time veterinary appointments should 
be adhered to for the time being. 

(c) From a member, pointing out that many local authori- 
ties are at present considering the question of cuts in the 
salaries of their officials and enquiring how the Association 
proposes to act in the event of attempts being made to 
reduce the salaries of veterinary officers. 

It was decided to recommend that a letter be sent to all 
local authorities and to every other public body employing 
members of the profession, whether whole-time or part- 
time, expressing the hope that, in view of the extremely 
low salaries at present in force for these appointments, no 
reductions would be imposed upon the holders of these posts 
when any necessary economies were being effected. 

Letters were submitted from six of the nine members of 
the profession holding appointments as Consultant Veterin- 
ary Officers to Divisional Inspectors of Mines, giving the 
Committee their views on the fees at present laid down for 
these appointments and information concerning their duties. 

A postponement of the consideration of this question until 
times are more propitious was decided upon. 

The Committee had before them a letter which an 
Insurance Company had issued to certain veterinary 
surgeons enquiring as to their fees for certain services. 
As it was understood that this matter is also under 
consideration by the Council of the Koyal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons it was decided to await the outcome 
of their deliberations before advising members as to the 
course which they should adopt. 

Dr. MONTGOMERIE commented that it might not be 
altogether wise to circularise every authority employing a 
veterinary surgeon making the point about the maintenance 
of existing salaries. It might only raise the issue in some 
localities in which it would not be likely to be considered 
at all. There was just the possibility that such a letter 
might thus do some men a little harm. 


Mr. Goocu: Moreover, the letter would be too late in. 


some instances, as in some cases reductions have already 
been made. 

The Hon. Treasurer proposed that the letter to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries be not sent, but sub- 
sequently withdrew his proposition in view of an amend- 
ment (which was carried) that no action be taken in repre- 
senting to the Ministry, Local Authorities, etc., that con- 
sideration should be given to any cuts in salaries. 

The report was received and adopted, subject to the addi- 
tion of the name of the Chairman of the Committee and the 
deletion of the paragraph relative to thé matter detailed 
above, on the proposition of Professor WOOLDRIDGE, 
seconded by Mr. McInrosn. 


Veterinary Officers and Public Heaith Committee.— 
The Chairman of this Committee (Mr. G. P. Mare) read 
the following report, which was reccived and adopted on 
his proposition, seconded by Dr. Wurrenouse :— | 

A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee was held at the offices of the Association on 
Tuesday, October 6th, 1931, with Mr. G, P. Male in 
the chair. 

The minutes of the previous mecting, having been printed 
in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 

Consideration was given to a letter from the Secretary of 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England forwarding copy 
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of a report on the Association’s Scheme for the Eradication 
of Bovine Tuberculosis in England and Wales, and stating 
that, for the reasons given in this report, the Council of 
the Society had decided not, to accord the scheme its sup- 
port at the moment. 

It was decided to ask the Chairman of the Committee to 
draft a suitable reply to these communications in collabora- 
tion with Professor Buxtox, the Chairman requesting any 
members of the Committee to inform him as to any points 
which they desired should be stressed, 

A letter was read from a firm of auctioneers asking the 
Association to consider the advisability of the adoption of 
some uniform system of recording tuberculin tests. 

After consideration a small Sub-committee consisting of 
the Chairman, Mr. Coleman, Major Gooch, and Mr. Nairn, 
with Professor Buxton (co-opted), was appointed to draw 
up suitable forms of standard certificates with a view to 
their general adoption. 

An application was received from the Central Council of 
Milk Recording Societies for permission to reprint the 
Association's Scheme for the Eradication of Bovine Tuber- 
culosis in England and Wales in the Year Books issued to 
breeders and dairy farmers by its affiliated Societies. 

The Committee agreed to grant the permission sought. 

Parliamentary Committee.—\Mr. Coleman (Chairman) 
read the report of this Committee, as follows, and moved 


its reception and adoption :— 

At a meeting of the Parliamentary Committee held at 2, 
Verulam Buildings, on Monday, October 5th, 1931, with 
Mr. J. C. Coleman in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

It was reported that it appeared unlikely that the Com- 
mittee Stage on the Slaughter of Animals Bill would be pro- 
ceeded with in view of the political situation, and that if this 
proved to be the case, the measure would have to be re- 
introduced in a later session of Parliament. 

The Secretary informed the Committee that no definite 
answer had yet been received from the Privy Council to the 
Association’s representation that members of the veterinary 
profession should be appointed to the Agricultural Research 
Council. 

It was decided to recommend that a further letter be sent 
asking for a specific reply and expressing the hope that the 
Privy Council had seen its way to accede to the Associa- 
tion’s request. 

Replying to the Hon. Treasurer, the President said that 
it was proposed to send, solely from the Association, and 
not in conjunction with the R.C.V.S., the representations 
to the Privy Council. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
was seconded by Mr. HucGues, and carried unanimously. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee.—This_re- 
port was read by the Secretary, as follows :— 

A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee was held at 2, Verulam Buildings, on Monday, Sep- 
tember 21st, 1931, with the President in the Chair. 

Further consideration was given to a letter from Mr. N. 
H. MacAlister on the question of Income Tax and the 
Membership Subscription, following upon the receipt from 
the Auditors of a communication specifying the conditions 
under which the Inland Revenue allow subscriptions to an 
Association such as the N.V.M.A. to be admissible as de- 
ductions in computing the profits of the members for Income 
Tax purposes. 

The Committee decided, on the advice of the Auditors, 
to take no further action in this matter. 

Having considered the matter, as instructed by the Coun- 
cil, the Committee unanimously resolved to recommend that 
local authorities employing a whole-time or part-time 
veterinary officer or veterinary inspector should be invited 
to send a representative, in addition to their veterinary 
officer or veterinary inspector, to the Annual Congress of 
the Association, 


It was also decided to recommend that a delegate’s fee 
of £2 2s. Od. should be required, as in the case of veterinary 
representatives who are not members of the Association. 

To further the attendance of these delegates the Com- 
mittee recommend that a ‘* Section of Public Health *’ be 
formed for the next Congress. 

The Committee decided that in future the cost of enier- 
taining all official guests to the Annual Banquet should be 
met out of the funds of the Association 

Lists were submitted showing (i) that 21 members were 
in arrears with their membership subscription for the years 
1930 and 1931, and (ii) that 52 members had still to pay 
this year’s subscription only. The Secretary was instructed 
to continue to press for the payment of these overdue sub- 
scriptions. 

The finances of the Association for July and August were 
dealt with in a report submitted by the Treasurer, and 
authority was given for the discharge of liabilities amount- 
ing to £372 14s. 10d. 

This side of the Committee’s work will be covered -by 
the Hon. Treasurer in his Report to Council. 

The PRESIDENT, in moving the reception of the 
report (which was seconded by Mr. COLeEMAN), said that 
there were just one or two little innovations contained in 
the report, which he thought were to the good. One was 
the payment by the Association of the expense of enter- 
taining official guests at the Congress- Banquet, instead 
cf, as was the case this year, members attending having 
to pay not only for themselves but for the official guests 
as well, so that tickets for the Banquet were, to say the 
least, expensive: a fact which undoubtedly materially 
affected the attendance at the function. It was desired 
that the attendance at the Annual Banquet should be as 
fully representative as possible. 

There was also the question of having delegates from 
County Councils, public bedies and so on, to attend the 
Congress. Many local authorities expressed the wish to 
send delegates in addition to their veterinary delegate to 
this year’s Congress at Nerwich, but there was a ruling 
that none other than veterinary surgeons were to be allowed 
at the Congress. His own view was that by adhering to 
that policy they would be shutting themselves up in a 
box, and he thought that they were getting to the time 
when they could open it somewhat and allow other repre- 
sentatives to come to the Congress and see that the 
** National ’’ could put up a good show. It was good 
propaganda work. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. MALe enquired if the representatives of local authori- 
ties were official guests. The President replied that they 
certainly were not: they would pay the delegates’ fee of 
two guineas. 

Mr. Mare asked if all local authorities throughout the 
British Isles would be invited to send representatives to 
Congress. 

The Presipent said that all local authorities employing 
veterinary officers, whole or part time, would receive notices 
asking them to appoint their veterinary surgeon as delegate, 
as was the case this year. 

Mr. MALE observed that the proposed change of inviting 
local authorities to send delegates in addition to their 
veterinary officer would make a great difference to local 
Divisions in whose area the Congress was held : they would 
have to consider ways and means. 

The PReEstDENT replied that he had already visited the 
local society in whose area the Folkestone Congress would 
be held, and had done his best to impress upon them that 
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it Was not incumbent in the least upon the local society in 
the area in which the Congress was being held to be re- 
sponsible for any entertainment whatsoever. 

Mr. Mace next enquired if it was proposed to divide the 
Congress into two separate sections, one being for Public 
Health, and, if so, would the sections meet simultaneously 
or not? 

The Pkesipenr replied that a sectional Congress was 
what he suggested, but the sections would not necessarily 
meet simultaneously. It would, however, be for the Provi- 
sional Committee to fit in those arrangements as best they 
could, if they approved of them. 

Mr. Mate commented that he was rather afraid that the 
Association’s annual gathering might turn into a_ public 
health Congress and be radically altered from what it had 
been hitherto—a Congress where veterinary surgeons of all 
shades of opinion could join together and hear papers which 
were interesting to them all. 

The PResipent rejoined that he could only assure Mr. 
Male that his idea was to cater for all classes. He had in 
mind a Public Health Section, a Clinical Section and per- 
haps a Pathology or Experimental Pathology Section, and 
he thought those three sections would cover practically 
everybody. He could assure Mr. Male that the idea of a 
Public Health Section was not to swamp the Congress with 
a Public Health Debating Society. 

Mr. Mae expressed the fear that this was just what 
would happen: Local Authorities presumably would pay 
for their representatives, whereas the other members of the 
profession would have to bear their own expenses, and that 
made a very great difference in these times. 

The Presipenr said that about 30 local authorities sent 
their veterinary surgeons to Norwich and paid their ex- 
penses irrespective of their being members of the 
‘**National,"’ the result being that the Association got a 
considerably better attendance at Congress than it would 
otherwise have done. 

Mr. Mate: That is just my point: lay delegates will be 
paid to come, and this will swamp the Congress. 

The Presipent: You have heard Mr. Male’s views. 1 
will ask someone to move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. CotemMan moved accordingly, and the motion, which 
was seconded by Professor WooLDRIDGE, was carried by a 
majority. 

The How, Treasurer (Captain W. G. Wragg) now pre- 
sented a statement of the finances of the Association for 
the months of July and August, which revealed a satis- 
factory financial position. 

The Hon. Treasurer's report was received and adopted, 
on the proposition of Mr. McIntosu, seconded by Professor 
WOOLDRIDGE. 

Editorial Committee.—Sir John Moore (Chairman) read 
the following report, which was received and adopted with- 
out discussion :— 

No outstanding events in the work of the Editorial Com- 
mittee have taken place since the Norwich Congress. 

Unfortunately, the Committee has had definite indication 
during this period of a tendency on the part of advertisers 
to restrict their Record commitments, for which doubtless 
the existing uncertainty in the commercial world is entirely 
responsible. Every effort is, however, being made to 
persuade advertisers that Record announcements still pro- 
vide an essential means of disposing of their products to 
the veterinary profession, and, despite the unfavourable 
atmosphere, every possible opening for securing new busi- 
ness is being followed up. 


The time having arrived for the making of a fresh 
Record printing contract, tenders have been obtained from 
eight firms, including Messrs. H. R. Grubb, Ltd., the 
present printers. The Committee are glad (particularly 
in view of the satisfactory service rendered by Messrs. 
Grubb) to be able to report that theirs was the lowest 
tender and that they are therefore in a position to recom- 
mend that the contract with this firm be renewed for the 
further period of two years as from January Ist, 1932. 

In view of the fact that a very material saving will be 
effected under the new contract, the Committee have felt 
justified in deciding that, as from the commencement of 
next year, the Veterinary Record shall be printed on a 
superior quality of paper to that now used, and also 
that the standard type should be changed from 8 point 
leaded to 10 point, the latter being a type of larger face 
and much more easily readable. ‘In agreeing to the 
adoption of the larger type the Committee realised that 
an increase in the number of pages per issue would be 
necessary, 

During the period under review the Congress Handbook, 
has been issued along the lines followed in previous years, 
while the papers presented to the Congress were expedi- 
tiously received and despatched to members well before the 
date of the Norwich meeting. 

As is always the case during the summer months, a 
great difficulty was experienced in providing a good clinical 
section, and the Committee were compelled to take steps 
to secure material by personal appeal to a number of likely 
contributors. They are glad to say that the response was 
satisfactory, but it is earnestly hoped that these and other 
potential contributors will realise that responses to such 
appeals, though very welcome, are no adequate substitute 
for the regular support of those in a position to supply 
the requisite clinical material. 

A considerable amount of time has been devoted by the 
Committee to an endeavour to induce Messrs. Spillers to 
publish a note correcting the impression made by the 
publication in their journal of a misleading photograph. 
The Committee met with no satisfaction from this firm, 
and the whole of the correspondence has accordingly re- 
ceived publication in the Record. 

Standing Committees, 1931-32. 

The Secretary read the following report :— 

A meeting of the Selection Committee appointed by the 
Council on August 28th, met at the offices of the Association 
on Monday, October 5th, 1931. 

The President occupied the chair, and there were also 
present: Mr. J. C. Coleman, the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 
J. W. McIntosh), Mr. G. P. Male, Sir John Moore, and 
Captain J. R. Rider. 

The Committee considered the question of the appvoint- 
ment of Standing Committees for the year 1931-32, due 
regard being paid to the wishes of members of the Council. 

It was resolved to recommend :— 

(a) That the President, Hon. Secretary, and Hon. 
Treasurer be members (ex-officio) of all Committees, and 

(b) That the Committees should consist of the following 
members so far as they are willing to serve :— 

Appointments Committee. 
Rabagliati, D. S. 
Rider, J. R. 
Simpson, R. 


Gooch, H. 
Hobday, F. T. G. 
Ironside, W. J. 
McGregor, J. G. Townson, W. K. 
Macqueen, J. Watson, W. R. 
Matthews, G. T. Whitehouse, A. W. 
Montgomery, Eustace. Wooldridge, W. R. 
Moore, J. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee. 
Bell, H. Moore, J. 
Dunkin, G. W. Cver. 
Glover, R. E. Willett, J. 
Hobday, F. T. G, Willett, R. A. 
Kirk, H. Wooldridge, G. H. 
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Finance and Géneral Purposes Committee (contd.). 
McCunn, J. Wright, J. G. 
Macdonald, J. F. Young, T. Dunlop. 
Macqueen, J. 

Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health. 
Coleman, J. C. Over, R. H. H. 


Dawes, H. W. Rabagliati, D. S. 
Gooch, F. L. Simpson, R. 
McGregor, J. G. Standley, H. P. 
Male, G. P. Townson, W. K. 
Montgomerie, R. F. Whitehouse, A. W. 
Moitton, S. J. Wooldridge, G. H. 
Nairn, W. 

Organising Committee. 
Bradley, O. Charnock. Moore, J. 
Dawes, H. W. Nairn, W. 
Gould, G. N. Nelder, R. B. 
Hobday, F. T. G. Rees, W. D. 
Ironside, W. J. Rider, J. R. 
KKirk, H. Standley, H. P. 
Matthews, G. T. Young, T. Dunlop. 
Male, G. P. 


Parliamentary Committee. 
Brittlebank, J. W. Rees, W. D. 


Coleman, J. C. Rider, J. R. 
Duncan, A. C. Simpson, R. 
Male, G. P. Tweed, W. 
Montgomery, Eustace, Whitehouse, A. W. 
Moore, J. Willett, J. 
Nairn, W. Young, T. Dunlop. 
Nelder, R. 

Editorial Committee. 


Bell, H. Montgomery, Eustace. 
Dunkin, G, W. Moore, J. 

Glover, R. E. Willett, J. 

Hughes, L. Wooldridge, G. H. 
Kirk, H. Wooldridge, W. R. 


Wright, J. G. 
Young, T. Dunlop. 


Macqueen, J. 
McCunn, J. 
Minett, F. C. 

A motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
was moved by Mr. CoLeman and seconded by Captain 
Riper. The President having invited discussion, 

Sir Joun Moore enquired if Chairmen of Committees 
were included amongst the Officers of the Association, 
hecause he thought that not only the Chairmen, but all 
members of committees of the Association should be mem- 
bers of Council. 

The Soniciror replied that Committee Chairmen were 
not numbered amongst the officers of the Association. 

The Presipent informed the Council that the articles of 
association of the Association laid it down that the com- 
mittees might be formed of members of Council and/or 
general members of the Association. It was not necessary 
for a men to be a member of Council for him to be 
appointed on a committee. 

Professor Woo.tprincE said that by resolution of Council 
a few years ago certain members who had passed through 
the Chair of the Association and who had not been elected 
by a Division to a seat on the Council, had been co-opted 
to serve. 

The Prestpent: ‘* Such co-opted members can be invited 
to attend meetings of Council, but they have no voting 


power.” 


Mr. Goocu observed that he had been a co-opted member 
of Council for a number of years and he had voted on 
every occasion. (Laughter.) It was a very funny position. 
Some Divisions appointed representatives who never took 
the trouble to attend... 

The Presipent: ‘‘ That is away from the main issue, 
and entirely a matter for the local Divisions to put right.” 

After further discussion, Professor WOOLDRIDGE gave 
notice that at some future meeting he would move that 
Past-Presidents be made Life Members of the Council. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
o' the Special Committee was now put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 


Provisional Committee for Congress, 1932. 


It being understood that all members of Council are 
ex-officio members of the Provisional Committee, the 
SECRETARY read the following nominations to this com- 
mittee forwarded by the South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., 
in whose area the 1932 Congress of the Association is to 
be held :— 

H. P. Hogben, E. P. Barrett, J. K. Bateman, J. Bell, 
G. W. Bloxsome, J. G. Cattell, F. Crowhurst, A. T. 
Crowther, J. B. Dier, E. Ebbetts, Captain F C. Gillard, 
W. D. Halfhead, S. F. J. Hodgman, T. F. Hogben, 
A. D. McEwen, F. Marks, E. Morgan, C. W. Perrin, 
J. W. Pritchard, C. Roberts, A. Spicer, H. Taylor, G. 
Wacher, A. Whicher, and the following, who are already 
members of the Council of the N.V.M.A.—Major T. 
Dalling, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. H. Gooch and Major 
L. P. Pugh. 

On the propesition of Mr. CoLteman, seconded by Major 
Over, the foregoing gentlemen were elected to serve on 
the Provisional Committee, with the exception of Mr. 
Wacher, whose election is subject to his joining the 
Association. 


R.C.V.S. Advertising Ban. 


The next business before Council was to discuss the 
advisability or otherwise of removing the ban imposed by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons upon dignified 
advertising by its members. 

This question, which was introduced by Major Kirk, was 
considered in Committee. Upon the resumption of open 
meeting it was resolved, on the proposition of Major Kirk, 
seconded by Mr. Coreman, “ That a special committee be 
appointed by the N.V.M.A. to investigate the question of 
dignified advertising by members of the veterinary pro- 
fession, and methods of combating quackery, and to report 
to a subsequent meeting of Council.”’ 

It was also resolved: “ That Major Kirk’s observa- 
tions in opening the discussion on this subject be not 
published at present.’’ 

On the proposition of Mr. J. Witterr, seconded by Mr. 
Goocn, the special committee was appointed as follows :— 
Major H. Kirk, Captain H. W. Dawes, Major A. C. 
Dunean, Mr. G. P. Male, Major-General Sir John Moore, 
Captain H. W. Townson and Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

Annual General Meeting Resolutions. 

(i) ‘‘ That the title of the Association be re-considered.’’ 

The Pxrestpentr said that there was a letter on that sub- 
ject from Major Rabagliati, which perhaps the Council 
would like to hear, 
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The Secretary read this communication, in the course of 
which Major Rabagliati said :— 

With regard to item 9 on the Agenda for the Council 
Meeting, I would like to suggest that in considering the 
title of the Association, the name might be changed to 
the ‘ British Veterinary Association.’ This title is short 
and to my mind eminently suitable and would embrace 
any colonial associations a‘filiated to ours. It would thus 
be very similar to the British Medical Association.”’ 

The PresipENt remarked that that matter arose, as they 
knew, from a resolution, which was carried at Norwich, 
that that question should be considered by the Council. It 
was felt by some that this, the Association’s title, was 
cumbersome. The matter was now open for discussion, 
but he would just mention, also, that it was pointed out 
at Norwich that just the title ‘ Britisl Veterinary Asso- 
ciation ’? might perhaps upset their friends in the Irish 
Free State: whether there was anything in that or not, he 
did not know. 

Dr. Wuitenouse: It certainly will.” 

After further discussion, which elicited the informa- 
tion that any change of title would necessitate an alteration 
in the articles of association of the Association, it was 
resolved, on the proposition of Mr. McINnrosn, seconded 
by Mr. Rees: (1) “ That this matter be referred to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee for considera- 
tion and report to a future meeting of Council. (2) That 
the Committee are instructed also to investigate other 
alterations that may be desirable in the articles of associa- 
tion.”’ 

(ii) ** That the Council consider the question of holding 
the Annual General Meeting at a later date than the open- 
ing day of Congress when this falls on a Saturday.” 

The Presipent said that he thought that was a question 
which, by the articles of association, must come under the 
Provisional Committee for consideration. The Provisional 
Committee had extremely wide powers with regard to the 
Congress; in fact, it had entire charge of the Congress, 
and the matter should, in reality, have been referred to it. 

The Council could perhaps make a recommendation, and 
after his experience at Norwich he should try to persuade 
the Provisional Committee to hold the Annual General 
Mecting in the middle of the Congress, upon whatever day 
that might start: they would then perhaps get something 
like a proper attendance. If the annual meeting were 
held on the opening day many people had not yet arrived ; 
if at the end of Congress, many had left: therefore he pro- 
posed that it should be held in the middle, 

Professor WooLpRIDGE commented that while it was true 
that the Provisional Committee had to arrange the details 
of the Congress, that Council was still the supreme body 
and could decide whether or not it accepted the recom- 
mendations of the Provisional Committee. 

The Sottcrror :** It is clear that the Provisional Com- 
mittee have to arrange your Congress, and they must have 
some liberty.’ 

Professor Wootprince: But they have not complete 
authority.’ Proceeding, Professor Wooldridge pointed 
out that in former years the Provisional Committee made 
their suggestions, which were forwarded to Council for 


acceptance or otherwise. 

It was eventually resolved, on the proposition of Dr. 
Wuirenouss, seconded by Professor Wootprivse, That 
the Council recommends the Provisional Committee to 
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make such arrangements their programme that the 
Annual General Meeting is held in the micdle of Congress 
week.” 

There being no other business, the meeting concluded 


with a vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in 
the chair. 


N.V.M.A. Divisional Report. 


Central Veterinary Society. 


Annual General Meeting.* 


The Annual General Meeting was held at 10, Red Lion 
Square, on Thursday, October Ist, Captain G. Dunlop 
Martin being in the chair. 

The following were also present; Captain L. S. Balls, 
Mr. H. E. Bywater, Mr. H. D. Jones, Mr. H. C. P. King, 
Mr. Herbert King, Major H. Kirk, Captain W. J. Leyshon, 
Mr. G. H. Livesey, Professor J. McCunn, Mr. J. W. 
MeIntosh, Major Eustace Montgomery, Mr. W. Perryman, 
Lieut.-Colonel G. Rees-Mogg, Dr. A. L. Sheather, Lieut.- 
Colonel P. J. Simpson, Captain R. J. Stow, Mr. W. N. 
Thompson, Captain W. K. Townson, Captain S$, Villar, 
Mr. R. A. Willett, Professor J. G. Wright and Mr. J. F. 
Macdonald (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. W. Brown, 
Major-General Sir John Moore, Captain S. J. Motton, 
Mr. J. W. Pritchard, Mr. F. Proud, Mr. H. L. Roberts, 
Mr. Mark Tailby and Mr. F. W. Willett. 

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
were taken as read, and passed and signed on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. MecInrosn, seconded by Colonel Stimpson. 

Resignations.—The_ resignations of four Fellows were 
accepted with regret, vis., Mr. T. J. Bosworth, Mr. R. FE. 
Glover, Mr. A. Sillars and Mr. P. R. Thompson. 

Mr. J. H. Mason, who has obtained an appointment in 
Pretoria, was made an Hen. Fellow during his absence 
abroad. 

Correspondence, etc.—Letters thanking the Fellows for 
their expressions of sympathy were read from Mr. H. 
Dawes and Mrs. Catmur. A> vote of condolence was 
passed to the relatives of the late Captain G, W, Lucking 
and Major Catmur, the members upstanding in_ silence. 

The Hon. Secretary announced that Mr. C. W. Howard 
liad met with a very serious accident, but that, in spite 
of severe internal injuries and a badly fractured leg, 
he was making good progress. The Hen. Secretary was 
instructed to write Mr. Howard conveying to the 
Fellows’ good wishes for a speedy recovery. 

A letter was read from Dr. Bullock with reference to 
the Fred Smith Memorial Fund. On the proposition ol 
Mr. Mectxrosu, seconded by Colonel Simpson, it) was 
decided to recommend the Council of the Society to forward 
a subscription. 

Nominations.—The following nominations were put 
forward :— 

(a) Captain W. P. B. Beal, p.v.s.m., Whipsnade Park, 
Bedfordshire. Proposer, Principal F. G. Hobday , Seconder, 


Hon. Secretary. 


* Received for publication October 9th, 1931, 
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(b) Miss A. M. Catchpole, 32, Mowbray Road, Edgware. 
Proposer, Principal F. G. Hobday, Seconder, Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge. 

(c) Mr. D. C. E. Danby, 55, Elizabeth Street, Eaton 
Square, S.W.1. Proposer, Principal F. G. Hobday, Seconder, 
Secretary. 

(d) Mr. J. C. Rix, 304, Broadway, Bexley Heath, Kent. 
Proposer, Principal F. G. Hobday, Seconder, Professor 
G. H. Wooldridge. 

(e) Mr. E. Clark, 40, Cedars Road, Sutton. Proposer, 
Captain L. S. Balls, Seconder, Major H. Kirk. 


Annual Report. 


The Hon. Secrerary read his Annual Report, in the 
following terms :—- 

‘* Mr. President and Gentlemen, During the Session of 
1930-31 there have been held three Council meetings, the 
Annual Dinner, the President’s Garden Party, the Annual 
General Meeting, and seven Genera! meetings. 

“The General meetings have not been too well sup- 
ported, the average attendance being 31 members, six 
visitors, while last year’s figures were 32 members and 
six visitors. 

** Elections have been fairly numerous—19 as against 
16 last year, but, on the other hand, resignations show 
an alarming increase from two in 1929-30 to 13 in the 
past session. 

** 1 deeply regret having to report the death of Captain 
G. W. Lucking, which took place since our last meeting. 

“The following is a list of papers which have been 
read :— 

**1.—* The Presidential Address.’ 

**2.—' A Visit to some of the Veterinary Colleges and 
Veterinary Research Institutes of the United 
Socialist Soviet Republics.’"—Principal F. G. 
Hobday, C.M.Ge, 

3.— Torsion of the Bowel in Horses.’—Major R. F. 
Wall, 1.D., M.R.C.V.5. 

*“4.—' Dog Distemper <Antiserum.’—Dr. P. 
Laidlaw, M.A., F R.S.. and Major G. W. 
Dunkin, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

‘““5.—* Some Problems of the Veterinarian.’—Mr. 
R. A, Willett, M.K.c.v.s. 

“*6.—* Gland Grafting and its Economic Value.’— 
Mr. G. P. Male, M-R.C.v.s. 

** 7.—* Further Field and Laboratory Observations in 
connection with Canine Distemper Prophylaxis.’ 
—Major T. Dalling, M.Rr.c.v.s. 

**8.—* A Few Notes on Lead Poisoning in a Herd of 
Dairy Cows.’—Mr. H. L. Roberts, F.R.c.v.s. 

‘* In July the Fellows were the guests of the President at 
his home in Shenfield, where a very happy afternoon was 
spent. 

** In conclusion, we must thank those numerous Fellows 
who have contributed to the success of the meetings by 
bringing morbid specimens.” 

Colonel REEs-Mocc proposed the reception and adoption 
of the Annual Report, and on being seconded by Major 
Kirk, this was carried. 

Accounts.—The Hon. TREASURER produced a statement 
of accounts for the year 1930-31, and explained various 
alterations which were to be made in the keeping of the 
books, 


The Statement of Accounts was received and adopted, 
the Hon, Treasurer being congratulated upon his efforts. 

A vote of thanks was then passed to the auditors, Colonel 
Simpson and Professor Wright. 


Election of Office-Bearers. 

The Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer were appointed 
as scrutineers prior to the election of office-bearers. 

President.—Captain DuNLtop Martin said it his 
privilege to nominate his successor, and he had great 
pleasure in nominating Major Hamilton Kirk to the chair. 
Major Kirk had by his enthusiasm and untiring efforts 
deserved this honour from the Society, and it was obvious 
from the applause that the choice was a happy once. 

Captain Townson supported the nomination, which was 
received with acclamation. 

Major Kirk, on taking the chair, said: ‘* 1 am deeply 
conscious of the honour you have done me in electing me 
as your President for the ensuing year and I am, of course, 
grateful and pleased to have earned such approbation in 
your eyes. Yet my pleasure is somewhat obscured by a 
feeling that I am unequal to the task which this appoint- 
ment imposes upon me, and by the fear that my effort 
to emulate our friend Captain Martin and his illustrious 
predecessors may prove a dismal failure. However, | 
shall de my utmost to serve this Society as well in the 
future as it has always heen served in the past, but | 
must ask you to be not too critical. I shall have to rely 
in great measure upon my abundance of enthusiasm to 
compensate for my lack of oratory and experience. 

““For some 10 or 11 years I certainly have taken a 
sincere interest in the life and activities of this important 
Society, but "I never dreamt that this interest would 
eventually lead me to the Presidential Chair (I almost said 
‘electric chair’). (Laughter.) Captain Martin no doubt 
had his feelings of trepidation when first he was elected, 
but apparently he soon dispelled them and I hope to do 
likewise. 

“I would like to take this opportunity of paying a 
tribute to Captain Martin for the excellent way in which 
he has conducted our affairs during his term of office. We 
owe him our thanks, and in particular perhaps for so 
kindly throwing open his charming house and grounds 


-for the enjoyment of Fellows on the occasion of the summer 


meeting. (Applause.) 

**T heartily thank you, Captain Martin, for nominating 
me as your successor, and you, gentlemen, for so readily 
accepting me. I feel sure that if I obtain the same support 
as has been accorded to the late President we shall have 
a useful and interesting vear.’’ (Applause.) 

Vice-Presidents.—Captain G. Dunlop Martin, Mr. G. P. 
Male, Dr. A. L. Sheather and Captain R. J. Stow. 

Council.—Mr. H. E. Bywater, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
Mr. H. D. Jones, Mr. H. C. P. King, Mr. G. H. Livesey, 
Mr. J. W. MelIntosh, Professor J. Macqueen, Mr. W. 
Perryman, Captain W. K. Townson, Mr, R. A. Willett, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge and Pre‘essor J. G. Wright. 

Hon, Treasurer.—Professor J. McCunn. 

Hon, Secretary.—Mr. J. F. Macdonald. 

Trustees.—Mr. E. L. Stroud, Captain S. Villar and 
Mr. J. Willett. 

Hon. Auditors.—Professor J. G. Wright and Lieut.- 
Colonel P. W. Dayer-Smith. 
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Annual Dinner.—The meeting decided to hold a dinner- 
dance in November, and it was agreed, after discussion, 
to introduce a few cabaret items between the dances. 
Colonel Simpson expressed the hope that the speeches would 
be limited to the toast of His Majesty The King and the 
presentation of the Victory Medal. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT agreed with Colonel Simpson’s remarks, 
and stated that it was his intention to eliminate speech- 
making as far as possible. 

A Dinner Committee consisting cf the President, the 
Hon. Treasurer, the Hon. Secretary, and Professor J. G. 
Wright was appointed to make the necessary arrangements. 

Captain Balls produced a morbid specimen, which gave 
rise to a good discussion. 7 

Victory Medal.—The Presipext: ‘‘T would like to inform 
the meeting that your Council have awarded the Victory 
Medal this year to Mr. Walter Perryman. (Loud 
applause.) I need not say anything further at this 
moment, as the presentation will be formally made at the 
Annual Dinner.” 

Vote of Thanks to the Retiring President.—Mr. Livesry 
proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring President, Captain 
Dunlop Martin. This was seconded by Mr. McInrosu 
and received with enthusiasm. 

Captain Dunxtor Martiy briefly returned thanks. 


J. F. Macponatp, Hon. Secretary. 


Royal Veterinary College. 


List of Medals, Class Prizes, etc., awarded at the Opening 
of the Session 1930-31. 


COLEMAN Prizes. 


Silver Medal ... Mr. A. G. Beynon 
Bronze Medal ... .. Mr. S. L. Hignett 


CENTENARY PRIZES. 


Class A Mer. Fi Stokes 
Class B . Mr. H. C. Swann 
Class C .. Mr. E. G. White 
Class D one Mr. S. Hignett 


Royat AGRICULTURAL Society’s MEDALS. 
Silver Medal ... .. Mr. S. Hignett 
Bronze Medal ... «. Mr. A. G. Beynon 


CLINICAL PRIZES. 


Class A _— Ist Prize .. Mr. R. Millar 
2nd Prize .. Mr. T. F. Stokes 
3rd Prize ... Mr. E. W. Hudson 
Class B Ist Prize os Me. Peat 
Class C 1st Prize .. Mr. G. V. Short 
2nd Prize . Mr. E. A. Gray 
3rd Prize . Mr. D. T. Michael 
Class D an Ist Prize . Mr. A. G. Beynon 
2nd Prize Mr. S. Hignett 
Crass Prizes, 
Class A. 
Chemistry and Ist Prize .. Mr. K. Stuart 
Toxicology ... 2nd Prize .. Mr. T. F. Stokes 
Practical Chemistry Ist Prize .. Mr. K. Stuart 


Mr. T. F. Stokes 
2nd Prize { .. Mr. A. Shenton 
Biology on Ist Prize .. Miss N. Moloney 


2nd Prize .. Miss O. Uvarov 
Minor Anatomy Ist Prize ~. Mr. R. P. Webber 
2nd Prize .. Mr. D. Evans 
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Class B, 
Anatomy pes Ist Prize . Mr. J. S. Paterson 
>»... J Miss M. Oyler 
2nd Prize Mr. J. Saunders 
Physiology ss Ist Prize . Mr. H,. C. Swann 
2nd Prize .. Miss M. Oyler 
Histology te Ist Prize . Mr. H. C. Swann 
2nd Prize Meo S..M. AL 
Stable Management Ist Prize . Mr. H. C. Swann 
2nd Prize .. Miss M. Oyler 
Class C. 
Pathology Be Ist Prize . Mr. E. G. White 
2nd Prize ... Mr. F. Ali 
.. Me j.. Clabby 
Materia Medica 1st Prize t Me. E. G. White 
Hygiene ae Ist Prize .. Mr. E. G. White 
2nd Prize .. Mr. D. T. Michael 
Class D. 
Veterinary Medicine 1st Prize . Mr. S. L. Hignett 
2nd Prize .. Mr. A. G. Beynon 
Surgery Ist Prize .. Mr. S. Hignett 
2nd Prize .. Mr. A. G. Beynon 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items Qf professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


Oct. 26th.—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee 
Meeting at 2 Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Oct. 28th.—Special Meeting of the West of 
Scotland Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Glasgow. 

Nov. 4th.—Meeting of the Scottish Metropoli- 
tan Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Edinburgh. 

Nov. 5th.—Central Division, N.V.M.A. Dinner- 
Dance at the Hotel Russell. 

Nov. 6th.—Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds. 

Nov. 6th.—R.A.V.C. Old Comrades’ Associa- 
tion Annual Meeting and Re- 
union Dinner. 


Personal. 


Illness of Mr. Eustace Montgomery.—In our last issue 
we informed our readers that Mr. Eustace Montgomery, 
the Adviser on Animal Health to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, left England on the 15th instant for 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia on the invitation of the 
Government of the latter country. We now learn, with 
much regret, that virtually at the moment of departure 
Mr. Montgomery was stricken with malaria and synovitis. 
He now lies in the Hospital for Tropical Diseases, 
Endsleigh Gardens, but spiritedly informs us that, if all 
goes well, he hopes to be up in two weeks and will then 
proceed on his tour, as intended. 
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Colonial Veterinary Scholarships. 
List OF CANDIDATES SELECTED. 


The following list gives the names of candidates selected 
for Colonial Veterinary Scholarships. Holders of these 
scholarships will, subject to vacancies being available, 
normally be offered appointments in the Colonial Service 
on completing satisfactorily their course of training :— 

Name. University or College. 

Balcombe-Brown, D. R.... Oxford. 

Binns, H. R. Cambridge. 

Gambles, R. M, Cambridge. 

Gledhill, A. W. ... Cambridge. 

Orr, W. Royal (Dick) Veterinary Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, and Royal! 
Veterinary College, N.W. 

N. J... Aberdeen, 

Twisleton - Wykeham 

Fiennes, R. N. ... 
Wilson, S. G. 


Cambridge. 
Queen's (Belfast). 


North of England Division Ladies and the ‘* Victoria ” 
Fund, 


Mrs. W. H. Bracksurn’s Propuctive AMERICAN TEA.”’ 


It will be remembered that, in March, 1929, North of 
England ladies associated with the veterinary profession 
responded in a most practical manner to the appeal made by 
the present President of the N.V.M.A. (Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 
Simpson), in his capacity of Hon. Secretary to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and raised a substantial sum 
for the Fund by means of a whist drive. This effort was 
repeated last year, when an equal sum was raised. Thanks 
to the initiative of Mrs. W. H. Blackburn, wife of the 
President of the North of England Division, N.V.M.A., 
northern ladies have continued their beneficent activity 
and with such success that the splendid sum of £30 (£10 
in excess of that raised by either of the events of 1929 
and 1930) has been sent to augment the straitened financial 
resources of the Victoria.’’ 

The means of raising this year’s handsome contribution 
was an ** American Tea,”’ which Mrs. Blackburn held at 
her residence (Linton House, South Hetton, Co. Durham) 
on Wednesday, October 7th. The warm thanks of the 
Victoria Fund are due to Mrs. Blackburn for the personal 
effort made by her to achieve, as the result of the third 
consecutive annual activity of the kind, a record by so 
wide a margin and one which will set a splendidly high 
standard for future years. Mrs. Blackburn was assisted 
in the preliminary organisation by some of the ladies of 
the North of England Division, and a good many members, 
with their wives, supported her on the day, in addition 
to numbers of their friends outside the profession. 

Numerous methods of raising money were adopted, 
including ** fortune telling,’’ the raffling of various objects 
(one worthy member returned home with two cockerels and 
a rug), and games of skill. The whole affair was most 
enjoyable, and the knowledge that the relief of real need 
would be the outcome was a potent factor in the pleasure 
and enthusiasm of all who participated. 


Formation of a Veterinary Group of the Yorkshire Branch 
of the Society of Medical Offcers of Health. 


The Veterinary Associates of the Yorkshire Branch of 


October 24, L951. 


the Society of Medical Officers of Health recently held a 
meeting to consider the proposal of the Council that a 
Veterinary Group be formed within the Branch. 

It was unanimously decided to form such a group, and 
Major D. S. Rabagliati, of Wakefield (the Veterinary 
Representative on the Branch Council) was elected Chair- 
man and Mr. W. T. MacGregor, of Skipton, Secretary. The 
Veterinary Associates of the Branch now number seventeen, 
thirteen being whole-time officials and four practitioners. 

At a meeting of the Yorkshire Branch of the Society 
held at Leeds on October Ist, the formation of the 
Veterinary Group was approved and the hope expressed 
that its formation would be for the mutual benefit of the 
sister professions and for the advancement of public health. 

The object of the Group is to discuss matters pertaining 
to Veterinary Public Health, so that the veterinary stand- 
point can be kept before the Medical Profession. 

The Group will hold its own meetings when and where 
it chooses and is independent of its parent body except 
in matters of general policy. 


R.C.V.S. Obituary. 


BELL, Evron WHATLEY, 262, Kew Road, Kew, Surrey. 
Graduated May 4th, 1895, London; died October 12th, 
1931, aged 60 years. 

Hatt, Harry, 300, Walmersley Road, Bury, Lanes. 
Graduated London, March 23rd, 1887. Died October 18th, 
1931, aged 65 years. 

Taytor, Epwarp, Col., C.B., 86, Iverna Court, Kensing- 
ton, W. 8 Graduated April 2nd, 1884, London; died 
October 7th, 1931. 

Col. Edward Taylor, late Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, served in Burma, on the North-West Frontier, in 
South Africa, and in the Great War, and was made C.B. 
for his services with the Mediterranean Expeditionary 
Force in 1915-16. 

RopGer, D. B., Superintending Inspector, Diseases of 
Animals Division, Ministry of Agriculture, 7, Whitehall 
Place, S.W.1. Graduated December 21st, 1926, London. 


THe Late Mr. D. B. Ropcer. 

The news of Mr. David Brown Rodger’s death will 
have been received with deep regret by his colleagues of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and his many other friends in 
the profession. The courage with which he faced the 
sufferings and trials of his long illness was of that same 
high order which, for years before that, had enabled him 
to maintain his enthusiasm for his work and the advance- 
ment:of the profession, in spite of the handicap of ill- 
health. 

Mr. Rodger was well known to many members of the 
profession with whom he came in contact in the course 
of his duties. He was appointed to the Ministry of 
Agriculture in 1909 and after the passing to the Act of 
Parliament which removed the embargo on the importation 
of Canadian cattle, he was stationed in Canada for some 
time. On the decline of the trade in Canadiam cattle Mr. 
Rodger went to South America, where he was engaged in 
the Argentine, Uruguay and Brazil in connection with 
the exportation of meat from those countries to Great 
Britain, 


Dr. Gustar KjerRucr. 
On July 13th iast the veterinary profession in Sweden 


lost one of its most eminent members through the death 


of Dr. Gustaf Kjerrulf. Dr. Kjerrulf graduated from the 
Stockholm Veterinary College in 1885. From the outset 
his work centred around Veterinary Hygiene and Public 
Health and that year he was appointed Assistant Veterinary 
Officer of Stockholm. In 1892 he became chief Veterinary 
Officer of the City of Stockholm and rose to the position 
of Chief of the Veterinary Bureau of Health in 1915, 
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from which post he retired on account of advancing years 
in 1928. 

Dr. Wjerrulf was the editor of the Skandinavisk 
Veterindr-Tidskri/t and well known in European countries, 
an honvrary member of several veterinary societies and also 
an honorary associate of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He gained the gold medal of the Swedish 
Veterinary Association and received an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Uppsala. 

The profession in Sweden mourns the loss of a veterin- 
arian of outstanding attainments and personality. We 
in England are proud to write, with the Danish author, 

Aere vaere hans minde ’’— 
honoured be his memory. 
Tue Lare Mr. Cartes Ponp, 

We cannot conclude this section of our Notes and News 
column this weck without reference to“the passing of Mr. 
Charles Pond, an accomplished entertainer who was a 
familiar figure at many functions associated with the 
veterinary profession, where his sketch, ‘* Evans’ Dog 
Hospital,*’ never failed to bring down the house.’” We 
deeply regret the loss of one who put forth a good deal 
of talented voluntary effort on behalf of more than one 
cause dear to the profession, and notably the re-building of 
the Royal Veterinary College. 

Writing of him, The Times justly says : 

“The name of Mr. Charles Pond was scarcely as well 
known to the general public as his talent deserved. He 
took to professional entertaining, on the variety stage and 
clsewhere, after having made and lost, under his own 
name of Joseph Pattle, a large fortune in the City; and 
as Charles Pond he found scope for one among his many 
gifts, the very number and diversity of which perhaps 
prevented his achieving a steady prosperity. His * line ’ 
was sketches, grave and gay, of Cockney character; he 
wrote them all for himself and rendered them with great 
humour and pathos. In private life he was very good 
company, with an eager, droll, original mind and a _ store 
of queer experiences, which kept his talk always worth 
listening to; and he was much loved by his many friends.” 


** Dick ’’ Centenary Fellowship. 


At the recent meeting of the Centenary Post-graduate 
Fellowship Trustees at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, Mr. W. G. Robinson, B.SC., M.R.C.V-S., 
D.V+S.M-, was elected to hold the Fellowship for the current 
academic year. 


Children’s Deaths at Liibeck. 


A trial which has attracted the interest of the medical 
profession throughout the world (says the Berlin Corres- 
pondent of The Times) began at Liibeck on October 12th, 
when three doctors and a woman laboratory assistant 
were charged with manslaughter and causing bodily injury 
by negligence. The victims of the alleged negligence were 
the 253 infants, of whom 75 have died and more than 100 
have been seriously ill, who were treated in Liibeck in 
1930 with the Calmette immunisation process against 
tuberculosis. The accused are Professor Deyck, the head 
of the Liibeck general hospital, known for his research 
work in tuberculosis; Dr. Klotz, the head of the Liibeck 
children’s hospital; Dr. Altstaedt, the head of the Liibeck 
health department ; and a nursing sister, Anna Schiitze. 

At the end of 1929 the Liibeck Health Council decided 
to adopt the Calmette process for newly-born infants. The 
Calmette-Guérin bacillus, which consists of bovine tuber- 
culous bacilli devirulised at the Pasteur Institute under 
Professor Calmette’s supervision, was obtained and was 
cultivated by Professor Deyck. The doctors, midwives 
and public of Liibeck were enlightened about the process 
by lectures and by printed material, and the preparation 
was administered to many infants with their milk. 

Early in 1930 several midwives and doctors expressed 
misgivings to the health authorities about the condition of 
infants thus treated. A number of infants were taken to 


hospital, tuberculosis was diagnosed, and in April, 1930, 
when 253 inoculations had been made, the treatment was 
suspended. In the following months 75 children died and 
many others fell ill; not all of these are yet out of danger. 

Professor Ludwig Lange, of the Reich Health Depart- 
ment, reported after an oflicial investigation that: (1) the 
deaths were not to be attributed to the Calmette process 
as such; and (2) that the admixture of virulent tubercle 
bacilli with the Calmette cultures was very probably due 
to a mistake made at Ltibeck. The charge, based on 
these reports and on the testimony of other experts who 
will give evidence, is therefore that the Calmette cultures 
were contaminated during cultivation in the laboratory at 
L.ibeck. 

On the second day of the trial (which was. still in 
progress at the time of our going to press) Professor Deyck 
took upon himself the blame for the disaster. He denied 
the possibility (on which the charge mainly rests) that 
the Calmette cultures were contaminated during — their 
laboratory cultivation under his supervision at Liibeck ; he 
blamed himself only for introducing the treatment, which 
he now regarded as responsible for the disaster. His state- 
ment attributes the deaths to the process itself, which is in 
world-wide use. His subsequent evidence on the question 
of contamination is meagrely reported, but one newspaper 
quotes him as saying, in contradiction to the Litibeck 
Commission’s report, that the Calmette cultures were 
always kept strictly apart from other cultures and_ that 
the placing of human tuberculous bacilli in the same 
ineubator with Calmette cultures occurred after the disaster 
had happened and the distribution of the Calmette prepara- 
tion had been suspended. Work on the Calmette and on 
other cultures was always done on different days, in 
different rooms, and with different instruments. 


Improved Milk Supply. 


The big improvement which has taken place in our milk 
supply during the past 35 years was commented upon by 
Mr. S. R. Whitley, vice-president of the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, at the inaugural luncheon of the 
association’s fifty-second annual show, which opened at 
the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, on Tuesday last. 

When he entered the work 35 years ago, he said, they 
used to get quite excited when they saw that a cow was 
giving five or six gallons of milk in 24 hours. On Sunday, 
he was told, more than one cow there gave over nine 
gallons. That was some measure of the work that had 
been done by this association. During the last 10 years 
there was no doubt that all milk in this country had 
been made 100 per cent. cleaner and more hygienic. Lord 
Daresbury said that this year’s show was the finest dairy 
show in the world. 


Swine Distase Research. 


The establishment of a central station for intensive 
research for the diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of 
pig diseases is recommended by the Pig Industry Council 
in a report signed by Lord Radnor, the chairman. 

The Council declares that the serious dislocation of 
markets is often caused by a glut of immature pigs being 
sent to market and slaughtered because of local outbreaks 
of various pig diseases. 

Research work that would reduce the number of out- 
breaks of disease would be of financial benefit to individual 
owners, and would tend to establish a degree of confidence 
which the industry at present lacks. 

The Council also recommends the introduction, without 
delay, of a system of notifying the veterinary profession 
of the progress made by research in pig diseases, and the 
State control of sera and vaccines, so as to maintain their 
standard of potency. 

Of the £30,000 at present devoted annually to research 
into animal diseases, £15,000 is used exclusively on foot- 
and-mouth disease research, and the bulk of the remainder 
is devoted to iuberculosis. Only a small sum is devoted 
to pig diseases, and the Council urges that special attention 
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should be given to swine fever, swine erysipelas, and 
diseases of unweaned pigs. 

Newhaw Research Station, Weybridge, is suggested as 
a central station for all research work in connection with 
the diseases of pigs, and the Council urges that in excep- 
tional cases of specific research work special grants should 
be made. 


British Motor Traffic. 


The census of road traffic which is taken annually by 
the Automobile Association at over 100 points in Great 
Britain during a week of 77 hours, reveals this year, for 
the first time since the War, a slight decrease in the number 
of vehicles using the roads, 

In all 2,645,881 vehicles passed the A.A. census points, 
a decrease of 123,603 compared with those recorded in 
1930. 

The return indicates that private cars have decreased by 
65,104, motor cycles by 69,888, but industrial vehicles (in- 
cluding motor coaches) show an increase of 11,389. 


Legal Interpretation of ‘‘ Consecutive Journeys.” 


In its ‘* Notes on Cases,’’ the County Council’s Associa- 
tion Official Gazette, of October, 1931, states :— 

‘* Diseases of Animals.—Held, by a_ King’s Bench 
Divisional Court, that the phrase ‘‘ consecutive journeys ”’ 
in the proviso to Article | (i) (b) of the Transit of Animals 
(Amendment) Order, 1930, means journeys in either direc- 
tion, and therefore a dealer, who conveyed lambs in a 
motor-van from his premises to market and brought back a 
calf to his premises in the same van without first cleansing 
it, had not committed an offence against the order. 
Netherway v. Brewer (29 L.G.R., 489).”’ 


H.M. Stationery Office Publications. 


The undermentioned have been published recently. Copies 
can be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses :— 
London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff : 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent ; 
Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 120, George Street. 


Price Post 
Net. Free. 
StatuTorRY RuLES AND Oxvers, 1931 :-— 
828. Animal. Tuberculosis (Amend- 
ment) Order of 1931, dated October 7th, 
AGRICULTURE FOR SCOTLAND, Dept. OF :— 
Agricultural Statistics, 1930 :— 
Vol. XIX. Part 1. Report on the 
Acreage and Production of Crops and 
Number of Live Stock in Scotland. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his corresponderts. 


‘** Contribution to the Knowledge of Warble Flies.”’ 


To tHe Eptror or THe VETERINARY RECORD, 
Sir,—With reference to the recent correspondence on 
warble flies, particularly the letter from Professor Malkani, 
it is of interest to note that hypoderma larva are some- 
times encountered in meat inspection, embedded in the 
submucosa of the cesophagus, 


The internal lining of the gullet is used for casing beet 
sausages. They are prepared by removing the meat, turn- 
ing the lining inside-out, then ‘* curing,’’ not by the use 
of salt as for ordinary sausage casings, but by tying 
the ends and blowing out with compressed air. The cas- 
ings are left in this condition to dry in the sun, when they 
become a golden colour, and parchment-like in consistency. 
This is the stage when they are best examined for hypo- 
derma larva, which, when present, are embedded in the 
wall of the ‘‘ casing ”’ (in the submucosa) and are about 
half-an-inch long. After this ‘* curing *’ process, the cas- 
ings are cut at one end to release the air, then soaked in 
warm water to soften before being filled with the necessary 
ingredients. If the casings are cured by the salt method, 
the glossy surface and golden colouring is spoilt. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. J. ANTHONY. 

Veterinary Department, 

Messrs. Marsh and Baxter, Ltd., 
Brierley Hill, Staffs. 
October 17th, 1931. 


The Veterinary Surgeon in Fiction. 


To tHe Eprror or THe VETERINARY REcOoRD, 

Sir,—l am indebted to Mr. Herbert Buckingham for 
having drawn my attention to ‘* The Scent of Death,’’ by 
Morley Roberts. It is the story of a hound, a mixture of 
alsatian, bloodhound and mastiff, which, having been the 
sole witness of his master’s murder, eventually detects 
and destroys the murderer. 

In the hope of inducing the murderer to reveal himself 
at the Pasteur Institute, Paris, the police advertise through- 
out the district that the hound, suspected of having bitten 
his master’s assailant, was affected with rabies. For the 
course and manifestations of this disease (Chapter 17), 
the author has drawn fully upon the article in the ‘* Ency- 
clopedia Britannica,’’ written by ‘‘ a well-known veterinary 
authority,’’ the late George Fleming, ¢.B., LL.D., F.R.C.V.Se, 
sometime President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, author and soldier. ‘‘ Fleming’s article on the 
rabid dog was genius: it put such tragic agony into living 
words.”’ 

A country veterinary surgeon appears here and there in 
the story. At his introduction he is ministering regularly 
to the wounded hound to be rewarded by finding ‘* the dog 
hourly better and foretold his perfect recovery.’’ He 
persuades the victim’s daughter to rely upon the hound 
for the detection of the criminal, asserting that it ‘* might 
beat all the detectives that ever came out of Scotland Yard. 
I'll tell you what—if so ever you have suspicions, try 
that dog’s scent. I reckon scent is far more to a dog 
than sight is to us, and if this one’s ears and eyes don't 
lie, Ill bet he’s a bit of a bloodhound.’’ The young lady 
accepts his advice and the initiative in the detection of 
the crime passes to the hound. 

Mr. Thomas, the veterinary surgeon, again appears as 
diagnosing, after post-mortem examination, strychnine 
poisoning as the cause of death of a terrier. Though his 
knowledge of canine medicine enabled Mr. Thomas to make 
two important contributions to the solution of the mystery 
he is allowed to pass out of the story without his laurels 
just because a village gossip proclaims—*‘ not likely she’d 
send him to Mr. Thomas, who don’t know as much about 
horses now as he does about cars.’’ I think, Mr. Editor, 
you will agree with me against the unappreciative villagers 
when I suggest that a country veterinary surgeon who, at 
a ripe age, adapts himself to the public taste from horses 
and forges to dogs and motor cars, exhibits a flexibility 
of mind which I certainly, and Morley Roberts probably, 
would wish to possess. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Tom Hare. 
Department of Pathology, 
Royal Veterinary College, 
London, N.W.1. 
October 14th, 1931, 
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